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Photocopies of Lost Manuscript Copies 
of the “Prologue Vita of Methodius”,  

Bishop of Great Moravia, in the Scientific Archive  
of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Abstract: The paper begins with the historical facts related to the collection of Cyrillo-
Methodian sources’ photocopies in the Scientific Archive of Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. 
It aims at identifying the original manuscript copies of some Prologue Vitaе of Cyril and 
Methodius whose photocopies were preserved in this archive, at finding out their present 
location, and at checking the available data about them. Three such manuscripts are located 
in the National Scientific Library of Ukraine in L’viv, one in the Shevchenko Scientific Society 
and another one in the holdings of the L’viv National Library. The originals of eight other 
photocopies, however, have not been located and most probably no longer exist, which makes 
these photocopies the only evidence at present and thus a precious part of the Slavonic Cyrillo-
Methodian heritage. The author of the article presents all the available information about them 
and publishes the transcripts of three of these photocopies.
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The following notes are closely linked to my work on the Description of Co p
ies of Slavonic Sources about Cyril and Methodius and Their Disciples which 
was published in 20141. Meanwhile, CMRC and the Scientific Archive of BAS 
won the CyrilloMethodian Cultural Heritage and its European and Bulgarian 
Dimensions contest, and, consequently, the whole collection X of Slavonic 
manuscripts of the Scientific Archive of BAS was digitized together with part 
of collection V of microfilms and photocopies of Slavonic manuscripts whose 
main part are of microfilms and photocopies of certain Slavonic sources about 
Cyril and Methodius and their disciples.

It is worth explaining here how this crucial part of the collection of the 
Scientific Archive of BAS was gathered. On the 15th of September 1934, du r-
ing the Fourth International Congress of Byzantine Studies in Sofia, and more 
precisely at the Byzantium and the Slavonic World Section, a commission 
was founded to include Miloš Weingart and František Dvorník from Prague, 
Valeriy Pogorelov from Bratislava, Illarion Sventsitskiy from L’viv, Milko Kos 
from Ljubljana, Mihail Popruzhenko and Stoyan Romanski from Sofia. The 
Commission issued the following resolution:

Dans la section «Byzance et le Monde slave» nous nous sommes occupés entre autre, 
vu les conférences magistrales de Messieurs Weingart et Pogorĕlov, de la question d’une 
édition critique et commentée des sources concentrant la vie et l’œuvre des saints slaves 
Cyrille et Méthode. On connaît la grande importance que lesdites sources ont tant pour les 
études slaves que pour les études byzantines. Les relations byzantinoslaves trouvent sans 
doute leur plus belle manifestation dans l’œuvre des deux apôtres slaves. C’est pourquoi 
ladite section a accepté a l’unanimité de proposer au Congrès d’adopter la résolution suivante:
Prenant en considération la manque d’une édition satisfaisante des sources sur la vie et l’œuvre 
des deux frères slaves Cyrille et Méthode également importante pour les études slaves 
et les études byzantines, le IVe Congrès international des études Byzantines à Sofia décide 
d’entreprendre une édition critique et commentée complete desdites sources dont l’élaboration 
sera confiée à une commission constituée comme suit: M. M. Weingart et Fr. Dvornik (Prague), 
V. Pogorĕlov (Bratislava), M. Kos (Ljubljana), J. Svencickij (Léopol), M. Popruženko 
et St. Romansky (Sofia). Le Congrès espère que, s’assurant la collaboration de tous les savants 
qui peuvent lui être utiles dans cette œuvre, la Commission ainsi nommée pourra préparer 
cette édition jusqu’au congrès prochain et que l’Académie de sciences bulgare, qui a montré 
une si grande hospitalité au Congrès, en assumera la publication.
Faisant cette proposition du nom de la section «Byzance et le Monde slave» je ne doute pas 
qu’elle sera acceptée par le Congrès2.

1 Б. Мирчева, Опис на преписите на славянските извори за Кирил и Методий и техните 
ученици: Кирило-Методиевски извори, Т. 2 (=“Кирило-Методиевски Студии”, Vol. 23), София 2014.

2 М.П. Попруженко, С. Романски, Библиографски преглед на славянските кирилски 
източници за живота и дейността на Кирила и Методия, София 1935, pp. 4–5.
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The resolution was adopted unanimously and the Commission for Pub lishing 
the Sources on the Life and Activities of Cyril and Methodius had its first 
meeting on the very same day. The resolution was announced by S. Romanski 
two weeks later, at the Second International Congress of Slavists in Poland, 
and more precisely at its last plenary meeting in Krakow (September 30, 1934), 
and, once again, it was adopted unanimously. By decision of the Congress 
of Slavists, the Commission was enlarged with the following persons: Josef 
Weiss and Josef Kurtz from Prague, Stanisław Słoński and Ivan Ohienko from 
Warsaw, Stepan Ivšić from Zagreb and Aleksandar Teodorov-Balan, Yordan 
Ivanov and Yurdan Trifonov from Sofia.

Already at the first meeting of the Commission, an opinion was formed 
that before proceeding with the specific work, it would first of all be necessary 
to create lists of the Slavonic, Greek, and Latin texts to be published and then 
to develop a plan for the edition3. This is also the reason why very soon after, 
in July 1935, the Bibliographic overview (Библиографски преглед...) of the 
Slavonic Cyrillic sources prepared by M. Popruzhenko and S. Romanski was 
issued under the umbrella of the Commission for Publishing the Sources on the 
Life and Activities of Cyril and Methodius at BAS. Its authors describe it as

a list of the known, more or less accurately determined, manuscript copies of Slavonic sources 
written in Cyrillic script, with an indication of the works in which they were published 
or simply used, as well as of the repositories in which they were found4.

The Bibliographic overview includes 175 manuscript copies of 21 Slavonic 
sources. Later, in 1956, Bonyo Angelov’s work was published under the title 
Slavonic Sources on Cyril and Methodius5 to continue the contribution of Po-
pruzhenko and Romanski. Its first section contains information about 207 copies 
of various calendar notes, Prologue Vitae6, parts of other hagiographic texts 
concerning the two Brothers of Thessalonica, etc. Simultaneously, an intensive 
gathering of photocopies of the respective manuscripts began, first by ordering 
their photocopies from the respective repositories.

With this paper, I would like to give attention to those photocopies of manu-
script copies of the vitae of Cyrill and Methodius, which are kept at the Archive 
of BAS, whose current location and call number, despite my best efforts, re-
mained unidentified – probably because their originals were irretrievably lost 
during or after World War II.

3 Ibidem, p. 5.
4 Ibidem
5 Б.С. Ангелов, Славянски извори за Кирил и Методий, [in:] Известия на Народната 

библиотека “Св. св. Кирил и Методий” за 1956 г., София 1958, pp. 179–214.
6 From Slavonic Prolog – the title of the introductory part was accepted as the title of the 

whole book in the Middle Ages (note of the translator).
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A specific problem – known to any specialist in Cyrillo-Methodian studies – 
is related to the copies of the Synaxaria Vita of Methodius which were kept 
in the libraries of L’viv before WWII. This considerable number of manuscripts 
is partly not difficult to identify since they still have their old call numbers. 
Others, however, probably no longer exist.

I will first point out some of those photocopies available in the Scientific  
Archive of BAS whose originals I have managed to locate. Here follow the 
data about three transcripts of the Vita in the Anthony Petrushevych col-
lection, now part of the holdings of Vasyl Stefanyk National Scientific Li-
brary of Ukraine in L’viv: 1. “Vita of Methodius” in a Prolog for April-May, 
end of sixteenth century, АСП 27 (NABAN_SB5_167F)7; 2. “Prologue Vita 
of Methodius” in a Prolog for April-July, end of sixteenth century, АСП 29 
(NABAN_SB5_169F)8; and 3. “Prologue Vita of Methodius” in a Prolog 
for April-May, end of sixteenth century, АСП 79 (NABAN_SB5_170F)9. An-
o ther manuscript – from the collection of the Shevchenko Scientific Society – 
has kept its old call number, namely the “Vita of Methodius” in the Simple 
Prolog of a specific extended version, last quarter of seventeenth century, 
People’s Home in L’viv 239F (NABAN_SB5_164F)10. The collection at the 
Scientific Archive of BAS preserved also another copy of the “Prologue Vita 
of Methodius” – the one that originates from the Krechiv monastery (NA-
BAN_SB5_162F). It is mentioned without any call number in B. Angelov’s 
bibliographic overview11. Thanks to Marina Chistiakova’s study dedicated 
to the manuscript Prologs in the holdings of the L’viv National Library12, 
I managed to identify this copy which is currently kept in f. 3 (manuscript 
collection of the Central Basilian Archive and Library) and has a new call 
number – No. МВ 126313.

Unfortunately, I have not been able to determine the current location of some 
other manuscript copies. These are mainly part of the manuscript collections 
of both the National Museum and the Stauropegial Museum in L’viv (in my 
Description these transcripts are No. 111 – No. 118 in the section of manu-
scripts with unidentified locations)14. In B. Angelov’s bibliographic study, the 

7 Б. Мирчева, Опис..., p. 319, No. 41. The photocopies are cited with their call numbers from 
the digital repository.

8 Ibidem, pp. 320–321, No. 47.
9 Ibidem, p. 321, No. 48.
10 Ibidem, p. 329, No. 97.
11 Б.С. Ангелов, Славянски извори..., p. 191, No. 26.
12 М. Чистякова, Рукописные прологи Львовской Национальной научной библиотеки 

Украины имени В. Стефаника, “Записки Львiвскоï Нацiональноï Науковоï Библiотеки Украïни 
iменi В. Стефаника. Збiрник Наукових Праць” 2011, Vol. 3 (19), pp. 342–361.

13 Б. Мирчева, Опис..., p. 320, No. 46.
14 Ibidem, pp. 331–333.
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manuscript copies of the “Prologue Vita of Methodius” are given with more 
complete data, even though without any call number, but there are also others  
with no additional information. For most of them, however, it has been specified 
that photocopies are available in the Scientific Archive of the BAS. After com-
paring the digitized materials from the repository with the information in the 
inventory book, I concluded that these manuscripts are indeed preserved in pho-
tocopies, filed, and described under the appropriate numbers. Some of them 
lack full descriptions – there are just references to Section 6 for them. The 

“Prologue Vita of Methodius” in Popruzhenko and Romanski’s Bibliographic 
overview is given with the respective page and number. The manuscripts listed 
in the print edition of the Bibliographic overview (pp. 42–43) are much fewer 
in number (5 in total) and the following note is added there:

Lavrov, in his edition of the Vita after the manuscript of the year 1406 (cf. No. 1) (the copy 
of Uspensky’s collection No. 3 – my note, B. Mirčeva), makes such references in the vari-
ants: Pogod. 602, 607 and No. 724, 1562 – Trinity Lavra (see Mat. ХХХІІІ, ХХХІV). More 
accurate information is needed concerning these manuscripts15.

The manuscript copies of the “Prologue Vita” which are mentioned in the note 
are identified and included in my Description – Pogodin No. 602 – on p. 315, 
No. 16, Pogodin No. 607 – on p. 329, No. 98 and Trinity No. 724 – on p. 317, 
No. 30. (The last number quoted in the Bibliographic Description – 1562 – is not 
a number of a manuscript but the year of the Trinity manuscript as pointed also 
by P. Lavrov)16.

Vitally important for the identification of some of the other manuscripts 
is the presence of two printed copies of Popruzhenko and Romanski’s Bibli
ographic overview in Collection V (No. 181) on the pages of which clarifica-
tions and additions have been made in pencil. In the section on the “Prologue 
Vita of Methodius” in one of these copies, such a pencil addition is made 
about certain new 14 manuscripts with consecutive numbering (from No. 7 
to No. 20), No. 6 is missing (probably the quoted remark refers to it although 
no number is written against it). For some manuscripts, there is a note in blue 
pencil, “phot. BAS”, which indicates that there is a photocopy of them in the 
Scientific Archive of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Among these 14 
manuscripts, there are the already mentioned three identified copies from the 
Petrushevych collection and the one from the Shevchenko Scientific Society.

My comparison of the archival units with the printed copy containing hand-
written additions proves that the copies of the “Prologue Vita of Methodius”, 

15 М. Попруженко, С. Романски, Библиографски преглед..., p. 43.
16 П. Лавров, Материалы по истории возникновения древнейшей славянской письмен

ности, Ленинград 1930, p. ХХХІV.
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whose current location is unknown but are kept as photocopies in the Scientific 
Archive of BAS, are 8:

1. Manuscript copy in the collection of the National Museum in L’viv, 
sixteenth century, No. 159F, No. 157 in the Scientific Archive of BAS 
(NABAN_SB5_157F). The inventory book refers it to the Bibliographic 
overview No. 7, p. 43 as follows: “L’viv Prolog, Nat. museum sixteenth 
century, ff. 122v–123v. Phot. BAS”.

2. “Prologue Vita of Methodius”, L’viv, National Museum, sixteenth cen-
tury, No. 336F (NABAN_SB5_159F) with reference to No. 9 and note 

“Phot. BAS”.
3. “Prologue Vita of Methodius”, seventeenth century, L’viv, National Mu-

seum, No. 31F (NABAN_SB5_160F) with reference to No. 10.
4. “Prologue Vita of Methodius” (NABAN_SB5_165F), L’viv, Basilian 

Monastery Collection, No. 27 (14). Prolog for March-August. Russian 
copy of the sixteenth-seventeenth century, ff. 151v–152r (under 11 May). 
It is described by Jarosław Hordynski17. Chistiakova does not mention 
such a call number in her study18.

5. “Vita of Methodius” (NABAN_SB5_166F) in a “Prolog of the Basilian 
monastery” No. 63 (47) F. Chistiakova does not mention such a call 
number in her study19. On the photocopies of the last two manuscripts, 
the stamp of the Central Basilian Archive and the Library of L’viv is seen.

6. A more specific case is No. 6 – “Prologue Vita of Methodius” under 
11th May (with reference to the Bibliographic overview, No. 13, p. 43) 
(NABAN_SB5_163F). In the handwritten notes under No. 13, it is only 
written: “Prolog Vita of Methodius”, seventeenth century – the second 
line is deleted, so, unfortunately, there is no data about the repository 
holding this manuscript and about its call number.

7. “Prologue Vita of Methodius”, seventeenth century under 11th May (NA-
BAN_SB5_161F) (Bibl. Overview No. 11, p. 43) in a Prolog of the 
Zhov kva monastery (by L’viv) of the seventeenth century. Just the 
former repository of this manuscript is known.

8. NABAN_SB5_158F, Prologue Vita in L’viv, 1634, Stauropegial Mu-
seum No. 110 (88). On the envelope of the photocopies, it is marked 
as “Prolog Vita of Cyrill and Methodius” and a reference is made to p. 43 
in the Bibliographic overview, where Popruzhenko and Romanski list 
the copies of the “Prologue Vita of Methodius”. In the inventory book, 

17 Я. Гординський, Рукописи бібліотеки монастиря св. Онуфрія ЧСВВ. у Львові, 
“Записки Чина Св. Василія Великого“ 1924, Vol. 1, No. 1–2, p. 446.

18 М. Чистякова, Рукописные прологи..., pp. 355–361.
19 Ibidem.
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however, the text is determined as “Prolog Vita of Methodius” of 1634 
(L’viv Stauropegial Museum No. 110 (88), 12th May), i.e. only the in-
scription on the envelope with the photocopies is wrong.

The manuscripts from the holdings of the Stauropegial Museum in L’viv are 
unfortunately unknown to me so far. During my work, I found that they might 
be lost during World War II or kept under new call numbers. It is also plausible 
that they entered other archives – the Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine 
in L’viv, f. 201 (collection of the Greek-Catholic Metropolitan Consistory) 
or another manuscript fund of the L’viv Scientific Library20.

Whatever the fate of these original manuscripts of the “Prologue Vita 
of Methodius”, all their photocopies are preserved in the Scientific Archives 
of BAS and have not lost their value for the scholarship. None of them has 
been published but many were used in various studies, especially by Svetlina 
Nikolova21.

In order to prove that, despite all the unclear points, these photocopies can 
be used for research or at least studied in view of the text contained in them, 
I will give the following example. In the Scientific Archive of BAS, there 
is a photocopy of a manuscript marked as “Prologue Vita of Cyril and Metho-
dius” and given the number 182 (NABAN_SB5_182F) and call number in the 
collection of the National Museum in L’viv – 121Q22. The study of the text 
of the photocopy gives us ground to conclude that this is not a transcript of the 

“Common Vita” found in Prologs but rather a hagiographic text about the two 
Brothers of Thessalonica, which probably originated much later and which was 
photographed only fragmentary.

There is unfortunately no information about another important manuscript 
copy which is also marked as a transcript of the “Common Prolog Vita of Cyril  
and Methodius” – the one in the collection of the People’s Home in L’viv, 
No. 322, seventeenth century23. Its photocopy is not yet discovered in the 
Scientific Archive of BAS and M. Chistiakova does not mention a manuscript 
with such a number.

20 М.М. Кольбух, Iсторiя формирування збiрки кириличних рукописних книг вiддилу 
рукописiв Львiвьскої наукової бiблiотеки iм. В. Стефаника, “Рукописна та Книжкова Спадщина 
Украïни” 2005, Vol. 10, p. 274.

21 Cf. for example: С. Николова, За възникването на Проложното Методиево житие, 
[in:] Литературознание и фолклористика. Сборник в чест на 70-годишнината на акад. 
П. Динеков, София 1983, pp. 89–92; eadem, К истории текста Проложного жития Мефодия, 
[in:] Symposium Methodianum. Beiträge der Internationalen Tagung in Regensburg (17. bis 24. 
April 1985) zum Gedenken an den 1100. Todestag des hl. Method, Neuried 1988, pp. 473–484; 
eadem, Разпространение на Проложното житие на св. Методий в Русия, [in:] 1100 години 
от блажената кончина на св. Методий. Vol. 2, София 1989, pp. 98–107.

22 Б.С. Ангелов, Славянски извори..., p. 192, No. 4. Cf. Б. Мирчева, Опис..., p. 235, No. 4.
23 It is mentioned in: Б.С. Ангелов, Славянски извори..., p. 192, No. 5.
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The absence in most recent studies of some of the manuscripts with unknown 
locations cited here leads me to the conclusion that some of the originals have 
probably been lost. Bearing in mind the way these materials were collected 
in the Scientific Archive of BAS, namely the creation of a collection of photo-
copies and microfilms thematically focused on the Cyrillo-Methodian sources, 
unique in its kind worldwide, it may turn out that these are the only evidence 
of their existence. Regardless of whether their originals are discovered, these 
photocopies have to be considered and should take their rightful place among 
the other Slavonic Cyrillo-Methodian sources.

Il. 1. “Prologue Vita of Methodius”, L’viv, National Museum No. 159F,  
sixteenth century (NABAN_SB5_157F). Photocopies from the Scientific Archive of BAS
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In the interest of future research, I am publishing here my transcripts of the 
photocopies of three manuscript copies of the “Prologue Vita of Methodius” 
as follows: No. 1. “Prologue Vita of Methodius”, L’viv, National Museum 
No. 159F, sixteenth century (NABAN_SB5_157F), No. 2. “Prologue Vita 
of Methodius”, L’viv, National Museum No. 336F, sixteenth century (NA-
BAN_SB5_159F) и No. 3. “Prologue Vita of Methodius”, L’viv, National 
Museum No. 31F, seventeenth century (NABAN_SB5_160F). I also append 
the photocopies from the Scientific Archive of BAS.

Il. 2. “Prologue Vita of Methodius”, L’viv, National Museum No. 336F,  
sixteenth century (NABAN_SB5_159F). Photocopies from the Scientific Archive of BAS

When transmitting the original, the following editing principles are observed: 
the text is transmitted line-by-line, introducing line numbering and following 
the graphic, spelling and punctuation features of the original.
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Il. 3. “Prologue Vita of Methodius”, L’viv, National Museum No. 31F,  
seventeenth century (NABAN_SB5_160F). Photocopies from the Scientific Archive of BAS.
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Translated by Ekaterina Dikova

APPENDIX No. 1 
“Prologue Vita of Methodius”, 

L’viv, National Museum No. 336F, 16th century 
(NABAN_SB5_159F)

f. 1v
1. Въ тоⷤ днь • ѿца мефедїѧ
2. є҃ппⷭ҇а моравъскаго̀ •̏
3. Прпбⷣны꙼ ѿцъ ншъ мефе́дї꙼ • бѣ̀ ѹ͗бо̀
4. ѿ гра́да селꙋн꙼скаго̀ • ѿ санов́тꙋ ͗ бо-
5. га́тѹ родте́лю • рожⷣъ сѧ̀ ѿца лꙿва̀ •
6. мтре мрїѧ • бѣ́ же ⷥ юно́ст мрⷣъ͗ •
7. бесъдꙋѧ̀ крѣ́пꙿко тѣ́лоⷨ • тѣ́мь ꙁнаеⷨ
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8. бѣ̀ цркв • ͗мѣ͗мѣѧ͗шеⷤ є͗го̀ црь въсегда̀ преⷣ
9. собо̀ю • єгдаⷤ быⷭ҇ •к҃ ́, лѣ́ть •  поста́в
10. є͗го̀ кнѧ́ѕеⷨ въ словѧ́нѣхъ; пребыⷭ҇ та́мо •
11. і҃• лѣⷮ • ꙁвы́е ꙗꙁы́кꙋ словѧнꙿскꙋ • помы́-
12. слвь ско́ромнꙋюще ж́тїе вѣка сего̀ •
13. ͗ доⷧ҇гоѐ грѣшꙿныⷯ м҇нїе • ѹ͗мл сѧ̀ въ страⷯ
14. бжї꙼ • полож́вь са́нъ кнѧⷤ преⷣ цремь •
15. шеⷣ на лаѹ͗мꙿпьскꙋю̀ (!) го́рѹ  быⷭ҇ мн́хъ • нѣ-
16. когдаⷤ посла црь браⷮ єго̀ крла (!) въ ко́раꙁы (!) •
17. да препрⷮ жды̀ • жденеⷮ ѧ ѿ ꙁемлѧ хь •
18. бѧ́хꙋ ѹбо коꙁаре • ждовꙿскꙋю̀ прїѧ́л
19. вѣ́рꙋ • кр́лꙿ же ѹ͗мол̀ бра́та своего̀
20. мефедїѧ • ҄т̀ съ собою ꙗкоⷤ словѧⷩскы͗

f. 2r
1. ͗мѣѧ͗ше ꙗꙁы́къ • ѡбыдоста же вꙿсю̀ ꙁе-
2. млю̀ тѹ̀ • хвою с́лою вꙿсѧ̀ лю́д ѹ͗вѣр-
3. ста • ͗ ж́ды прогꙿна́ста • просѧ́хѹ же
4. словѧ́не крще́нїѧ •  коꙁа́ре ѹ͗тлѧ • ͗ мо-
5. равлѧ́не єппⷭ҇а • а͗ блъгаре наста́вꙿнка •
6. въꙁ꙼вратвꙿшꙋ же сѧ̀ мефе́дїю въ костѧⷩ҇тⷩ҇
7. граⷣ • Патрїарꙿхъ же ствь єго̀ еппⷭ҇а • воꙁꙿ-
8. врат  въ мора́вꙋ въ граⷣ кан́ъ • ͗ тꙋ̀ мно́га
9. сътвор҇ ꙋдеса • ꙁамꙿбрї же нѣ́кꙿто̀ ро́доⷨ
10. коꙁа́рнъ • а͗ вѣрою̀ єрет́къ • наа̀ про-
11. твт сѧ мефедїю хꙋлѧ вѣ́рꙋ хвѹ̈ • ́
12. повелѣ кнѧ́ѕь мѹравꙿскы̋ • бы́т събо́рꙋ •
13.  събра́ сѧ ждо́вь съ ꙁѧ́брі́е́мь • ҂в҃ ́• мѹⷤ •
14. мефедї же єд́нъ прі́́де посреⷣ ͗хь • ꙗко
15. ѡплъ сѧ хѹла́м на́ стꙋю вѣ́рꙋ хвѹ̋ •
16. мефе́дї же ꙗ͗ко ꙁѧ́щенъ борець • пррⷪ҇е-
17. скым́  а͗пⷪ҇льскым слове́сы • ꙗко сла-
18. венъ вънъ (!) на ѡ͗бѣ рꙋцѣ̀ стрѣ́лѧѧ • на
19. жды̀ ͗ на е͗реткы • нка́коⷤ погрѣша-
20. аше • ꙗко препрен бы́шꙗ ѿ мефедїѧ •
21. ͗ сътвор сѧ̀ ꙋ́до велко • ꙁамꙿбрї͑ же раⷥ-
22. сѧде сѧ̀ • а͗ ꙁдесла́ва пожрѐ ꙁелмѧ̀ •  въ
23. проⷯ ѡ͗гнь въꙁꙿгорѣ̀ сѧ •  та́ко раⷥбѣ-
24. гоша сѧ • рад же бы́ша хрі҇ⷭтїѧ́не  нареко́-
25. ша ѹ͗ста̀ хва • пожвꙿ же въ ста́рост
26. къ гѹ ѿдѐ • ̏
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APPENDIX No. 2 
“Prologue Vita of Methodius”, 

L’viv, National Museum, No. 159F, 16th century 
(NABAN_SB5_157F)

f. 1r
1. Въ
2. тъⷤ днь памѧть прпⷣбнаго ѡца нашеⷢ҇ ме-
3. федїа єппⷭ҇а мравскаго 
4. Прпⷣбны꙼ ѿцъ нашь мефедї͑ бѣ ѿ граⷣ селѹⷩ҇скаⷢ҇
5. ҄ ѿ сановтѹ ҄ богатѫ родтелю роⷤ сѧ • ѿца
6. лва ҄ мтере мрї • бѣ же ⷥ юност ю͗ноша мрⷣъ
7. ҄ тѣломь крѣпоⷦ҇ • Ꙁнаеⷨ бѣ црв • і͗мѣѧше  цръ
8. прⷣе собоѫ Въсегда • е͗гдаⷤ быⷭ҇ лѣⷮ҇ двѫдесѧтѹ ͗ по-
9. став ͗ кнѧѕемъ въ словѧнѣхъ ́ пребысть
10. тамъ лѣть •і҃• ҄ꙁвые ꙗ҄ꙁыкѹ словѧнь-
11. скѹ • ̀ помыслвъ скоромнѹ҄щеє ж-
12. тіе вѣка сего • ҄ долъгоє грѣшныхъ мѹ-
13. енїє • ͗ въмл сѧ въ страхъ божї • ͗

f. 1v
1. положвь сань кнѧⷤніѧ преⷣ цремь шеⷣ на ѡⷧбскѫю̀ (!)
2. горѹ ͗ быхъ (!) мнхъ • ͗ нѣкогда же посла цръ бра-
3. та е҄го кѫрыла (!) в коꙁары • да препрть жды ͗жⷣе-
4. неть ѧ͗҇ ѿ ꙁемлѧ • бѣхѹ бо коꙁаре ждовскѫѫ
5. вѣрѹ прїал • ҄ кѹрль же ѹ҄мол брата ⷭ ⷡ ⷪего ме-
6. федїѧ ҄т со собоѫ ꙗ͗ко ѹ́мѣю҄ща ꙗ͗ꙁыкь словань-
7. скь • ѡ͗бы꙼доста же въсѫ странѹ тѹ • ꙗ͗ко сло-
8. ѫ҄ хвоѫ въсѧ люд ѹ͗вѣрста а жды прогнаста
9. просѧхѹ же словѧне крещенїѧ • а коꙁаре ѹ҄-
10. телѧ • а҄ моравлѣне е҄ппⷭ҇а • а҄ блъгаре на-
11. ставнка • ҄ въꙁвратвшѫ же сѧ мефедїѫ
12. въ костѧнтнь градь • патрїархъ же ст
13. е҄го е҄ппⷭ҇а • ҄ тѹ многа сътворвь юдеса •
14. ꙁѧмбрї же нѣкто родомь коꙁарнь • а вѣ-
15. роѫ е҄реткь • ͗ наа протвт сѧ мефедїю
16. хѫлѧ (!) хвѫ вѣрѫ • ͗ повелѣ кнѧꙁь моравскы б-
17. т съборѫ • ͗ събра сѧ ждовь оъ ꙁѧбрїемь ҂в҃
18. мѧⷤ • мефедї꙼ же е͗днь прї꙼де посред ⷯ ꙗ͗ко
19. ѡ͗плъша сѧ хѹлам на свѧтѫю вѣрѫ • ме-
20. федї꙼ же ꙗ͗ко ꙁѧщень борець пророескм
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21. ͗ а҄постольскм оловесы • ꙗ͗ко славень во-
22. ⷩ҇ • на ѡ͗бѣ рѫцѣ стрѣлѧѧ на жды ж (!) ͗
23. на е҄реткы: ͗ нкако же не погрѣшаше • ͗
24. ꙗ͗ко прпрен быша ѿ мефедїѧ • ͑҇ сътвор
25. сѧ юдо велко • ꙁѧмбрї꙼ же рассѣде сѧ а͗ сѫд-
26. олавь пожре ꙁемлѧ • ͗ ѡ͗ проⷯ же ѡ҄гнь въⷥго-
27. рѣ сѧ • ͗ тако раꙁбѣгоша сѧ • рад же бы-
28. ша кртⷭ҇ѧн ͗ нарекоша ѹ͗ста хва • пожⷡ҇ же
29. въ старост добрѣ къ гѫ ѿт͗де •

APPENDIX No. 3 
“Prologue Vita of Methodius”, 

L’viv, National Museum No. 31F, 17th century 
(NABAN_SB5_16оF)

f. 177v
1. Вꙿ то꙼ же днь, Па́мѧⷮ прпⷣбнаго ѿца ншего͗
2. меѳодїѧ, єппⷭ҇а моравꙿскогѡ жⷧ҇;
3. рокꙋ бжего, ѻ҃п҃ го
4. Препⷣбны꙼ ѿцъ на́шь Меѳо́дї꙼, ро́доⷨ бы́вь
5. ꙁ꙼ мѣста солꙋ́нѧ; шлѧхе́т꙼ныⷯ • ͗ бога́тыⷯ ра́д͗
6. оⷡ҇; ѹ͗род́л сѧ, ѿ о҄ца лꙿва̀, ͗ ма́тере ма́р;
7. бы́лъ ꙁ꙼ молодост͗, младе́нецъ, мꙋ́дрї꙼, ͗ сы [..],
8. тѣ́ломъ; лꙿю [.] мо́цны꙼ былъ тѣ́лом꙼, младе́нец꙼ •
9. Пре́то ꙁ꙼на́е͗мы꙼ бы́лъ ве́лмы̀ • ѿ це́сарѧ̀, вас́лїа
10. македо́на̀, ͗мѣ́лъ єгѡ̀ це́саръ пр ⷣворѣ̀ своі͗мъ;
11. а͗ ꙁды̀ емꙋ было̀, лѣ́тъ, к҃ [.] поста́вл єгѡ ̀ ксїо̀н꙼-
12. же́нцемъ наⷣ словѧ́ны; ͗ прож́лъ на то́мъ паⷩ҇-
13. ствѣ десѧⷮ лѣ́тъ; ͗ наѹ͗́л сѧ до́бре слове́нꙿско-
14. го ꙗꙁы́ка; ͗ Поа́лъ роⷥм͗шлѧ́т͗; жѐ го̀ свѣ́-
15. тнаѧ сла́ва,  бога́т꙼ство, нестатенаѧ,  мнꙋ́-
16. щаѧ, ре́ъ єⷢ҇; ͗ до́лгаѧ мꙋ́ка̀ грѣ́шныⷨ бон̏-
17. ца̀:  ѹⷨ:

f. 178r
1. ͗ ѹмл͗вш͗ отара́т͗ сѧ ѻ спⷭ҇нї, ꙁ͗лож́мъ,
2. ꙁ҄ себі преⷣ це́саремъ, ксїон꙼же́н꙼цї санъ; ͗ ношоⷩ҇-
3. вш͗ на ѻл͗мбы́꙼скꙋю горꙋ̀, ͑ ͗Іноком꙼ ꙁотⷧ҇;
4. бра́та же єгѡ̀ рожо́ногѡ̀ к͗р͗ла, посла́лъ,
5. цесаръ вꙿ коꙁар͗, а͗ бы̀ дспꙋтова́л сѧ ꙁꙿ жда́-
6. м͗; во коꙁарѣ̀ вѣ́рꙋ ж͗до́в꙼скꙋ́ю на то́꙼ а́съ



Photocopies of Lost Manuscript Copies...

209

7. был прнѧ́л͗; К͗р́лъ жѐ сты꙼, ѹ͗прос́ ⷧ҇
8.  брата свое́го меѳо́дїѧ стго, на тꙋ́ю пра́цꙋ,
9. а бы̀ є҄мꙋ̀ помо́щныкомъ бы́лъ; а то̀ длѧ̀ тогⷪ҇ •
10. же меѳо́ды꙼ ба́рꙁо до́бре͑ ѹ͗мѣ́лъ слове́н꙼скі̏
11. ꙗ̏ꙁы́к; ͗ ѻ͗бꙿ꙼шл̀ вꙿсю̀ стро́ронꙋ тꙋ́ю мо́цꙋ,
12. хвⷭ҇ою͑҇; всѣ́хъ словѧ́нъ до вѣ́р͗ хвⷭ҇ првел̀;
13. а͗ ждо́в꙼ пре́ъ пред͗спꙋтова́вш͗ вы́гнал͗;
14. То́гда в꙼сѣ словѧ́не прос́л͗ крщенїѧ, а͗ коꙁарѣ̀,
15. ѡ ѹ͗телѧ; а͗ моравлѧ́не прос́л, ѻ̏ єппⷭ҇а; а
16. болга́ре, ѻ прво́дцꙋ; ꙁды̀ тꙋ́ю послꙋ́гꙋ оты
17. ѿц ̀ • сы́ кр́лъ, ͗ меѳо́ды꙼, ѿпра́ввꙿш̀
18. ве́рнꙋ́л͗ сѧ, до коⷩ҇станꙿт͗ногра́да; патрїѧ́рꙿхꙿ,
19. конꙿстанꙿтїнограⷣскї꙼, меѳо́дїа̀, поствꙿш̀,
20. на єппⷭ҇ъство̀, посла́нъ до мꙋра́въ, на кото́-
21. ромъ, ѹ͗ рѧ́дѣ, до́бре҄ ͗ по бо́жку ж́лъ; ͗ ѹ
22. рѧⷣ сво́꙼ прсто́꙼не͗ справова́лъ; ͗ мно́го ꙋ́доⷡ҇
23. сътвор́лъ; Потоⷨ ꙁ꙼а́мбрї нѣхто̀ родоⷨ
24. коꙁа́рн꙼, а͗ вѣ́рою гереты́къ (!), поа́лъ спротⷡ҇-
25. лѧ́т͗ сѧ стмꙋ меѳо́д͗ю, блюⷥнѧ̀ вѣ́рꙋ хвⷭ҇ꙋ;
26. Пре́то роⷥкаꙁа́лъ кнѧⷥ мꙋра́вꙿскї꙼, ав̀ събо́ръ •
27. быⷧ҇; на кото́ры꙼, ꙁобра́ло сѧ, ꙁ꙼а́мꙿбр͗емъ ж͗-
28. до́въ, дв̀а млїо́ны; а͗ меѳо́ды͗, с кр́ло́мꙿ
29. бра́тоⷨ сво́мъ • меж ныⷯ • ѹ͗во꙼ско́лъ; Гды̀ ве-
30. л́кы,

f. 178v
1. блюꙁнѣ́мѹва на стѹю вѣрꙋ, всѣ поал̀
2. мо́вт͗; • То́гда сты꙼ меѳо́дї꙼ о кр́ломꙿ
3. ꙗ͗ко̀ смѣ́лы꙼ боре́цъ, пррⷪ҇цк͗м͗, ͗ а͗пⷭ҇лск͗-
4. м͗ псмам перкона́л͗ ⷯ; на що̀ поⷣпра́юⷭ҇-
5. ͗ наӳк͗ свое́, ꙋ́доꙁ꙼на́ное, покаꙁа́лы⁘
6. жѐ ꙁа́мꙿбрї꙼ роⷥсѣ́л сѧ; а͗ сꙋд сла́ва͗ помощъ-
7. ныка єго̀, ꙁемлѧ̀ поже́рла̀, а͗ нꙿшыⷯ ѻгнь,
8. попал́въ; а мно́гї жды̀ пре́ꙿ повꙿтѣка-
9. л͗, а͗ хрⷭ҇їстѧне, ꙋ вѣ́рѣ потверꙿд́л сѧ; по-
10. тоⷨ меѳо́дї꙼, вꙿ ста́рост͗ до́бро꙼, престав́л сѧ
11. ѻ хрⷭ҇тѣ, ͗Ісѣ гдⷭ҇ѣ, ншеⷨ; ємꙋ́ же слаⷡ҇ съ ѻц҃е ⷨ, ͗




