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Abstract: Sylvias (from the Latin silva rerum, i.e. forest of things) belong to the category
of domestic books manuscript books, created in Old Polish times (17"-18" century) mainly in the
noble community gentry circles. They are considered a valued source for historical and literary
research due to the historical and literary research due to the variety of materials they contain,
collected by their authors without a specific plan according to their tastes possibilities and needs.
The author of one of the largest works of this kind was Aleksander Jastkowski (c. 1625/30—
c. 1691), a nobleman from the Przemysl land Ruthenian Voivodeship, a judge of the Przemysl
lands. His sylva entitled. ‘Compendium omnis activitatis politici et rei economicae ex variis
authoribus collectae’ (National Ossolineum Library in Wroclaw, manuscript no. 3554) should
be considered a typical example of this type of writing. This sylva was created successively
probably for more than half a century mainly by A. Jastkowski, and was completed after his
death at the beginning of the 18" century by persons unknown to us. It numbers 594 pages
and contains in copies numerous materials, mostly relating to public life at the time (approx.
45% of the total manuscript), such as journalistic writings, correspondence and speeches by
dignitaries state dignitaries, the Diary of the Sejm of 1652, records of the Sejmik of the Ruskie
Voivodeship in Sadowa and others. In addition, it contains notes by A. Jaskowski concerning his
private matters, copies of his and his family’s estate documents, extracts from his and his family’s
property documents, excerpts from books he had read, and notes on various fields of knowledge
(cultivation of the soil, medicine, Polish and general history, legal and constitutional subjects,
etc.), literary works, and notes on the history of Poland etc.), literary works, specimens and

examples of occasional letters, materials concerning the private affairs of various individuals.
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Maciej Matwijow

Introduction

Silvae rerum are considered one of the most interesting and, at the same time,
characteristic manifestations of the culture of the Old Polish times of the 16"
18" century. This type of domestic manuscript book, created mainly by the
gentry and characterized by an unlimited variety of content, forms, and ways
of creation, is a mine of ancient writing, especially of an ephemeral nature. For
this reason, they have quite a rich literature, primarily considering their signif-
icance for researching the mindset and culture of the nobility of the 16"—18™
centuries'. However, only a few silvae received individual elaborations>. Among
manuscripts of this kind, the silva titled “Compendium omnis activitatis et rei
economicae ex variis authoribus collectae”, located in the manuscript collec-
tion of the Library of the National Ossolinski Institute in Wroctaw (manuscript
no. 3554), stands out for its size (594 cards in folio format, about 33x21 cm),
variety and richness of materials. This silva, primarily written by or in the
environment of Aleksander Jastkowski, a nobleman from the Przemysl region
of the Ruthenian province in the second half of the 17" century, can be con-
sidered a model example of a nobleman’s silva. However, it has not received
a scholarly discussion or comprehensive cataloging study, a task urgently
needed to understand and fully appreciate its significance. Information on this
silva in Inventarz rekopisow Biblioteki ZNiO [Inventory of the manuscripts
from the Ossolineum Library] published in 1949 is limited to the title and
basic external description’, with no data concerning its authorship, content, or
construction. Neither this silva has aroused the interest of researchers dealing
with this type of manuscript, except the author of this article, who has devoted

1 In the first place it is necessary to point out the monograph by S. Roszak, Archiwa sarmackiej
pamigci. Funkcje i znaczenie rekopismiennych ksiqg silva rerum w kulturze Rzeczypospolitej
XVIII wieku, Torun 2004. From other studies, among others: M. Zachara, Sylwy — dokument
szlacheckiej kultury umystowej w XVII w., [in:] Z dziejow zZycia literackiego w Polsce XVI1i XVII wieku,
ed. by H. Dziechcinska, Wroctaw 1980, pp. 197-219; eadem, Tworca — odbiorca sylw szlacheckich
w XVII wieku, [in:] Publiczno$¢ literacka i teatralna w dawnej Polsce, ed. by H. Dziechcinska,
Warszawa-1.6dz 1985, pp. 117-129; J. Partyka, Rekopisy dworu szlacheckiego doby staropolskiej,
Warszawa 1995, pp. 48-85; M. Matwijow, Z problematyki staropolskiej ksigzki rekopismiennej.
Kopiariusze i zbiory materiatow zycia publicznego XVII-XVIII w., ,,Roczniki Biblioteczne” 2011,
vol. 55, pp. 29-68.

2 M. Zachara, Silva rerum Szyrmow, ,,Odrodzenie i Reformacja w Polsce” 1981, vol. 26,
pp. 161-177; J. Starnawski, Przemyska silva rerum, ,Przeglad Humanistyczny” 1970, vol. 14,
no. 5, pp. 91-117; D. Wiéko, Silva rerum z XVIII wieku z pamietnikiem Michata Adama Sliznia
(1691-1752) ze zbiorow Biblioteki Narodowej Biatorusi w Minsku, ,,Zapiski Historyczne” 2010, vol.
75, no. 3, pp. 99-109; idem, Silva rerum Cmagpana HAna Cnizua XVII-XVIII cmem. 3 ycnaminami
Ansaxcanopa Cnizus 3a 1561-1649 2. (ca 360pay Haywviananvuail 6i6-1ismaki benapyci), ,,3na0bITKi.
Jaxymentanbueig [lomHiki Ha Bemapyci” 2009, vol. 11, pp. 62-78.

3 Inwentarz rekopisow Biblioteki Zaktadu Narodowego im. Ossolinskich we Wroctawiu. Vol. 1:
Rekopisy 1505-7325, collective elaboration ed. by J. Turska, Wroctaw 1948, p. 182.
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some attention to it in his studies of collections of materials of public life of the
17%—18" centuries®. This causes Jastkowski’s silva to remain virtually unused
by researchers, especially those studying the political history of the Republic
of Poland in the second half of the 17" century®. Therefore, in addition to the
book studying characteristics of the silva, the presentation of its creator, and the
manner of its creation and construction, the article includes a comprehensive
list of its essential contents, which I hope will prove helpful to researchers
of the political and cultural history of the Old Polish times.

The silvae rerum of the nobility of the 17" century

The silvae rerum present such great formal diversity that the attempt to define
them unambiguously encounters significant difficulties®. This is because the cre-
ation of silvae was not subject to any rules and norms as to the form and content
of the manuscript and, as in the case of all other manuscripts classified as part
of'the so-called private sphere (as opposed to so-called official records), depended
solely on the tastes, abilities, and needs of their creator or creators. Such specific
of this type of manuscript manifested itself in the uncoordinated and mostly ad
hoc manner in which they were created, in which many people could be involved,
keeping records independently of each other and often for many years.
Eventually, an actual “forest of things” (Latin: si/va rerum) was developed,
consisting of copies of everything that aroused the interest of the creator(s),
was necessary for their own professional or household activities, or finally,
what was deemed worth preserving “to the memory” for themselves and their
descendants — starting with various materials of public life (such as. copies
of official records, diaries of public events, speeches delivered at public gath-
erings, political journalism, etc.), a variety of primarily minor literary materials
of'a temporary and occasional nature, specimens and examples of wedding and
funeral speeches, diary notes, notes on family matters, bills, correspondence
and personal documents, curiosities (curiositates) of various kinds, anecdotes,
sentences, prophecies, excerpts from readings, medical and economic advice, etc.

4 M. Matwijow, Kopiariusze i zbiory materiatow..., pp. 39, 40, 44; idem, Zbiory materiatow
zycia publicznego jako typ ksigzki rekopismiennej czasow staropolskich (1660—1760), Warszawa
2020, pages according to the index.

5 This includes the monographs W. Czaplinski Dwa sejmy w roku 1652, Wroctaw 1955, and
M. Matwijow, Ostatnie sejmy przed abdykacjq Jana Kazimierza 1667 i 1668, Wroctaw 1992, and the
source publication Pisma polityczne z czasow panowania Jana Kazimierza Waza 1648—1668. Publi-
cystyka — egzorbitancje — projekty — memoriaty. Vol. 1-3, coll. and comp. by S. Ochmann-Stanisze-
wska, Wroctaw 1989-1991.

6 M. Matwijow, Kopiariusze i zbiory materiatow..., pp. 30-32, 37-39. For this reason, S. Ro-
szak (op. cit., p. 84) used the more general term ‘r¢kopisy sylwiczne’ [silva manuscripts] for this
type of writing.
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In addition to the diversity in terms of subject matter and the types of ma-
terials contained in them, their inherent feature is the lack of any order in the
materials’ arrangement due to the uncoordinated buildup of materials placed
in them. Another characteristic feature of the silva is very often its personal
nature. This manifests in their creators’ inclusion of private materials, notes, and
information about themselves and their immediate family, sometimes chronicle
or diary notes, and in signaling a personal attitude to the inscribed materials.
For this reason, Joanna Partyka, who researches this type of writing, attributed
the function of a “’para-memoir” to them. One can also look at the silvae as
a specific form of a personal archive, as Stanistaw Roszak accurately put it in the
title of his monograph, describing them as “archives of noble memory”. After
all, this was silvae’s purpose — archiving various kinds of notes and records
worth preserving for the future rather than creating written work with specific
content and structure. However, such silvae can also be found. In this sense, the
function of the silva could be seen as, in part, a kind of counterpart to the official
ledger of entries used in the law office system of that time and intended for
archiving copies of more critical personal documents and those related to their
creators’ activities. The above features make it possible to distinguish typical
silvae from ordinary notebooks and other Old Polish manuscripts containing
various written materials, usually dedicated to certain materials or concerning
a specific subject matter (e.g., political or literary miscellanea).

The scale of the silvae creation phenomenon is difficult to precisely deter-
mine since many of the monuments of this type of writing have not survived our
times. It seems they were one of the more popular manuscripts created in the
17%—18™ centuries, although considering them a typical household book in Old
Polish times does not seem justified. Indeed, many noblemen and burghers
(because silvae were not just a phenomenon typical for the landed gentry) kept
various household records. Still, most of them indeed only went up to the level
of ordinary diaries or notebooks. In the case of the former Ruthenian province
and, more broadly, “Crown Ruthenia” of the second half of the 17 century,
we can point to only a few similar silvae, of which we can only consider as
surpassing Jastkowski’s work, the silva (manuscript in the Scientific Library
of the PAU-PAN in Krakéw No. 1046) of the alleged authorship of Jan Samuel
Mirz Brzezicki of the Chetm region or Belz province’.

Biography of the silva’s creator

Aleksander Jastkowski was probably born around 1625-1630 as the son
of Walerian and Anna Kowalkowska. He came from a noble family from the

7 M. Matwijow, Zbiory materiatow z zZycia publicznego..., pp. 235-238.
292



Silva rerum of Aleksander Jastkowski, a Przemysl land...

Lublin province®, whose representatives and his ancestors probably settled near
Jarostaw in the Przemysl region in the mid-16" century. All indications are
that they occupied a relatively modest economic and social position for a long
time, basing their livelihood on service and leasing landed estates from the
local magnates — owners of the Jarostaw estates’. Such was Alexander’s father,
Walerian, who, being by the grace of Anna of Ostrogska née Kostka, Voivode
of Volhynia, the possessor of the mayorship of Surohdw near Jarostaw, in 1647
took from Anna Alojza Chodkiewiczowa née Ostrogska, Voivode of Vilnius,
a lease of'the entire village of Surohow, which was an expression of her reward
for the “kind service and fidelity” she had received from him “for many years”°.

About the youth of A. Jastkowski, we know little: it is possible that he at-
tended the Jesuit college in Jarostaw, where he received an education typical
of the nobility of the time. He then served in the army and participated in the
fighting in Ukraine in the early years of the Khmelnytsky uprising. In 1647,
he took over the mayorship in Surohéw from his father by the grace of Cho-
dkiewicz, and after his father died in 1649, he inherited from him, together
with his brother Stefan (who died in 1664 in Ukraine), some landed property
in the Przemys$l region. He did not stabilize his property situation until 1664,
when after the death of his stepmother Anna Jastkowska 2v. Baranowska,
following in his father’s footsteps, took a lease “per contractum” from Sand-
omierz voivode Jan Zamoyski, then owner of part of the Jarostaw estate of the
village of Surohow, of which he became a full-fledged owner ten years later by
a donation from the next owner of the estate — Stanistaw Koniecpolski starosta
[district head] of Dolin!!. All we know about his family relations is that he
was married from 1653 to Helena Rybinska, who died in 1689. He probably
had no children, as he did not mention anything about them in his diary notes
included in the silva, but he had two nieces and a nephew, the children of his
half-sister Joanna Kotaczkowska'?.

Beginning in the 1650s, he began to take an active part in the public life
of the Ruthenian province. Probably in 1657, he held an envoy from the nobility
of Przemysl to the Transylvanian prince George II Rakdczi. From 1658, he
repeatedly held various functions (mainly treasury) in the Przemysl region on
behalf of the general assembly of the Ruthenian province in Sadowa Wisznia.
With time, even more significant and prestigious positions came: kangaroo
judge of the Ruthenian province in the interregnum of 1668—1669, and marshal

8 See A. Boniecki, Herbarz polski. Vol. 8, Warsaw 1905, p. 312.

9 In 1568, Marcin Jastkowski was the starost of the Jarostaw castle, which belonged to the
owner of the Jarostaw estate, Zofia of Sprowa, Silva by A. Jastkowski, f. 560v.

10 Silva by A. Jastkowski, f. 288-289v., 555.

11 Silva A. Jastkowski, f. 288-289v., 291-294, 297-298, 563-563v., 591v.

12 Silva by A. Jastkowski, f. 587, 590.
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of several Wisznia local parliaments: three pre-Sejm assemblies: May 25, 1672,
December 13, 1672, and December 16, 1687, as well as the election assem-
bly on October 20, 1673. In addition, he was marshal of the local parliament
of Przemysl landowners on August 1, 1671%.

Thanks to the authority he enjoyed among his “brethren” in the province,
he was also able to become active in the national forum as a deputy of the
Wisznia Parliament to five Sejms: the 1669 electoral assembly, the 1669 coro-
nation assembly, the 1672 extraordinary assembly, the 1674 electoral assembly,
and the 1683 ordinary assembly, as well as a deputy of the same assembly to
kings Jan Kazimierz in October 1663 and Michat Korybut in December 1671'.
However, he was not counted among the outstanding parliamentarians. It is
true that at the Electoral Sejm of 1669, he was a deputy to arrange the pacts
of the conventions concluded with the new king. Still, at the Coronation Sejm
of 1669, he no longer distinguished himself in any particular way, as the Sejm
diary does not mention him. On the other hand, at the Sejm of 1672, his activity
was limited to supporting the motion to inform the Chamber of Deputies of the
state of the Crown Artillery by the Crown Artillery General Marcin Katski, and
at the Electoral Sejm of 1674 to speeches in defense of the rights of his patron
S. Koniecpolski starosta of Dolin to the estates belonging to the Zamojski Or-
dinance, which the Convocation Sejm of the same year had awarded to Marcin
Zamoyski'®. As it seems, he played a more prominent role only at the Sejm
of 1683, or, he was able to present his activities to his brethren at the Wisznia
relational assembly on May 24, 1683, in an appropriately favorable light, since
in the laudum of that sejm the nobility stated that Jastkowski, representing
the Przemysl land, and his colleague Andrzej Modrzejewski “magnum w nas
merentur respectum za prace, spezy i fatygi swoje przez czas niematy na sejmie
podjete””’ [magnum w nas merentur respectum for the work, spezys and fatygos
of theirs for a considerable time undertaken at the sejm] and therefore “in vim
gratificationis [...] po zt. 2000 na kazdego z ichmciow ofierujemy [...]”*¢ [in vim
gratificationis [...] zt. 2,000 per each of them we offer [...]]. This activity was
complemented by his participation in the work of the Crown Tribunal in 1678
as a deputy from the Ruthenian province. He also participated with his province

13 Akta grodzkie i ziemskie z czasow Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej z archiwum tzw. bernardnskim
w Lwowie. Vol. 21: Lauda wiszenskie 1648—1673, comp. by A. Prochaska, Lviv 1911, pp. 482, 553,
558, 570, 593, 616, 621; Vol. 22: Lauda Vishenskie 1673—1732, ed. by A. Prochaska, Lviv 1914,
pp- 161, 172,204, 215, 216; Silva by A. Jastkowski, f. 297298, 590v.

14 Akta grodzkie i ziemskie... Vol. 21, pp. 372, 518, 575, 593; Vol. 22, p. 154; Silva by A. Jast-
kowski, f. 391; Volumina legume. Vol. 5, ed. by J. Ohryzko, St. Petersburg 1860, p. 20.

15  Diariusz sejmu koronacyjnego 1669 roku, ed. K. Przybos and M. Ferenc with co-authors
J. Elzbieciak [et al.], Krakow 2004; Pisma do wieku i sprawy Jana Sobieskiego. Vol. 1. Part 2, ed. by
F. Kluczycki, Krakow 1881, pp. 778, 1432, 1442.

16  Akta grodzkie i ziemskie... Vol. 22, p. 160.
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in the election of King Michat Korybut Wisniowiecki in June 1669 and Jan II1
Sobieski in May 16747

Confirmation of his importance among the nobility of the Ruthenian prov-
ince came in the form of holding municipal and land offices there. He began
his clerical career with the office of the Przemysl municipal scribe (from about
1661) and, for a short time, probably of Sanok (in 1663). He then began to climb
the land hierarchy as a Przemysl swordbearer from March 17, 1668, a Przemysl
land deputy judge from January 20, 1671, and finally, a Przemysl land judge
from January 16, 1683, which was the real crowning achievement of his career.
This office was among the most prestigious land offices, although it had long
lacked significance'®. He owed these promotions not only to his abilities but
also to his exceptional foresight and attention to his interests — we know from
his diary records that in 1681, he managed to secure for himself from King
Jan III in Jawordw the office of Przemysl land judge even before the electoral
assembly took place, and the Ruthenian nobility formally submitted his candi-
dacy to the king'’. Indeed, he also owed his promotions to the patronage of local
magnates, such as, in particular, J. Zamoyski, governor of Sandomierz, and S.
Koniecpolski, starosta of Dolin and the crown camp leader. Probably, it was
to their support that he owed the titles of courtier and secretary to His Majesty
the King?, obtained already in the fifties, which are admittedly purely honorary
dignities and not connected with any duties at the royal court but testify to his
foresight and ambition to stand out from the general nobility.

He probably died in 1691 — his last diary note is dated 1689, and the last
document recorded in the silva by his hand is a copy of a letter to him dated
December 30, 1690%. From this brief overview of his life path and activities,
Jastkowski appears to us as a typical representative of the noble stratum, not
exceeding either by his life path, type of activity, moral attitude, and aspirations
from other state representatives. In his youth, militancy and work in the mu-
nicipal office, then public service in the nobility’s self-government and serving
in the interests of wealthy patrons, and farming were typical areas of nobil-
ity activity in the 17™ century. It is worth noting, however, that he owed his

17 Silva by A. Jastkowski, f. 590; Elektorowie krélow Wiadystawa IV, Michata Korybuta,
Stanistawa Leszczynskiego i spis stronnikow Augusta 111, comp. by J. Dunin-Borkowski and M. Dun-
in-Wasowicz, ,,Rocznik Towarzystwa Heraldycznego” 1908/1909, vol. 1, p. 79; Volumina legum.
Vol. 5, p. 154.

18 Silva by A. Jastkowski, f. 590-591; Urzednicy wojewodztwa ruskiego XIV-XVIII wieku
(ziemie halicka, Iwowska, przemyska, sanocka). Spisy, comp. by K. Przybos$, Wroctaw 1987, p. 343;
P. Dabkowski, Palestra i ksiegi sqdowe sanockie w dawnej Polsce, ,,Pamigtnik Historyczno-Prawny”
1925, vol. 1, no. 6, p. 190, fn. 9; Akta grodzkie i ziemskie... Vol. 22, pp. 17, 154,204, 216.

19 Silva by A. Jastkowski, f. 587, 590v., 591v.

20 Ibidem, f. 556, 559.

21 Silva by A. Jastkowski, f. 539, 591v.
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achievements primarily to himself rather than to the position or achievements
of his family and ancestors. This career path demonstrates his extraordinary
personal abilities, which, as the first and only one in his family, took him to
the top of the noble elite of the Ruthenian province. However, it was not his
public activity, which was not distinguished by anything special in fact, but
the documentary activity carried out in the privacy of his home, which resulted
in the silva he created, that became his most outstanding achievement.

Bibliological characteristics of the silva

Jastkowski’s silva is an example of an undertaking carried out over several
decades, a dozen years after the death of its primary creator. The extended
period of the manuscript’s creation is evident if only in Jastkowski’s chang-
ing handwriting style and the different types of paper used to write down the
silva®?. Indeed, the everyday image of the silva as an originally bound book,
into which all the interesting material was successively written (pasted), still
needs to be confirmed. It is possible, moreover, that the creation of this kind
of writing work was not initially intended by Jastkowski at all and that the in-
tention crystallized just as he accumulated a variety of notes kept by him in the
form of loose individual bifolia or several-sheet sections. Such a supposition
is supported by the apparent need for more attention in some of the sheets to
the proper formatting of the columns of text on individual pages with a view to
their later binding. A characteristic manifestation of this was the writing of the
text to the edges of the page, without preserving the inner and outer margins
— such a method of writing (found quite often in Old Polish manuscripts, by
the way) meant that when such pages were bound, the text on the inner side
could enter the spine and thus be partially illegible. The text on the outer side
could be easily damaged when the manuscript owner aligned the edges of the
manuscript or during binding by the bookbinder. Therefore, it seems that these
oldest texts, probably written down as early as ca. 1650—1655 and which later
became part of the silva, were some excerpts from classical literature, with
which he probably became familiar in his studies at the Jesuit college, as well
as copies of materials of public life from 1652—-1655 (f. 79-112, 372v-379).
Lack of inner margins or minimal margins are also found in other texts written
by Jastkowski: copies of materials of public life from 1663-1667 (f. 385v—395,
401-404v) and in the earliest personal notes (f. 555-559). The exact manner
of page formatting is also found in copies of materials from 1652—1655 and

22 Unfortunately, it was not possible to identify the watermarks appearing on them — none
of them are present in Filigrany papierni polozonych na obszarze Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej od
poczqgtku XVI do potowy XVIII wieku by J. Siniarska-Czaplicka (Wroctaw 1969).
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1667, as well as from the early 18" century made by other individuals (e.g.,
f. 173v.—186, 188-199, 251-259, 262-267, 323-327, 338-372, 411-414v.).

It seems that Jastkowski decided to create a separate book from his notes
around 1668—1670. This opinion is supported by an apparent change in the
formatting of the columns with copies of materials from these and later years
from about that time, manifested in the care (but not always!) for preserving the
inner and outer margins, as it seems precisely with a view to the future binding
of the notes (e.g., f. 208-224, 267-270, 473-509v., 518-539). The fact that
Jastkowski began to think about creating a single codex from the notes may
also be evidenced by the provisional trimming of the edges of some pages, and
this was done to standardize their size and align the outer edge of the collected
sections even before their final binding. It is also possible to surmise that at
that time, Jastkowski began to temporarily join individual sections, including
unsigned ones, used to inscribe new texts to create a substitute for a book and
protect the inscribed sections from displacement and loss. This supposition is
supported by the following note found on p. 207v. Jastkowski’s handwritten
remark: “tu libr¢ papieru przyszy¢” [Here the paper libra sew]. Thus, at least
some sections could have been somehow provisionally joined together in the
last years of his life. The fact that the manuscript was prepared for binding while
Jastkowski was still alive is evidenced by the fact that it was supplied with an
individual title, inscribed by Jastkowski in his hand, on a separate page at the
beginning of the manuscript. Aside from the title page, however, the silva was
not provided with other elements to organize the content and help navigate
through it, such as, in particular, an index (registry) of contents, which were
sometimes created in manuscripts of this type.

Jastkowski’s death around 1691 closed the crucial, most fruitful period of sil-
va’s creation. In whose hands it fell immediately after his death is unknown;
in any case, after 1691, there was a gap of about ten years in its continuation.
Under unknown circumstances and by unknown persons, it was continued in ca.
1703—-1710 — the absence of any personal references in these notes does not
allow any suppositions as to their authorship or circle of writing. By that time,
it may have come into the hands of Jozef Wandalin Mniszech starosta of Sanok,
the future Grand Marshal of the Crown, and it was in his circle that further
material was added to it*. This was realized, however, to a relatively modest
extent — while about 500 cards (i.e., 93.5% of the total) were recorded during
Jastkowski’s lifetime, only 34 cards (i.e., 6.5% of the total) were recorded at
the beginning of the 18" century. In any case, this was already the last period
of silva’s creation. We can assume that shortly after that (ca. 1715-17307?), it

23 The presence of Catherine Ludwika Czartoryska of Mniszechs (d. 1703), sister
of J.W. Mniszech, ‘s epitaph in the silva is a premise too dubious to draw any conclusions from it.
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was probably bound in brown leather at Mniszech’s request, which is supported
by the similarity of its binding with the bindings of other manuscripts from
Mniszech’s collection made in the years ca. 1730—1740. Probably at about this
time, it suffered some losses, as evidenced by traces of cutting out (tearing out)
about 20 cards, at least partially written (this seems to be supported by a loss
in one text from about 1705 adjacent to the trace of torn out pages)*. It was
included in the book collection of the Mniszechs in Laszki Murowane and
recorded in the 1748 inventory of the Laszek castle?. Probably in the 1780s,
a super-ex-libris of his grandson Jan Jozef Tadeusz Mniszech was provided.
Characteristically, however, it was neither earlier nor then paginated (foiled) —as
can be inferred from the style of writing made in pencil, this probably occurred
only after Jadwiga Mniszchowa donated it along with other Mniszech manu-
scripts at the end of the 19" century to the Library of the National Ossolifski
Institute in Lviv*.

As was most often the case with manuscripts of this kind, it was not solely
the work of Jastkowski himself, although he put the most effort into its crea-
tion. Indeed, he handwrote some 345 pages (f. 1, 4-58, 68v-78, 79-112, 113—
165, 208-224, 237-239, 244-250, 260-261, 267-270, 283-298, 331v—337v,
380-381v, 385v-395, 401-404v, 408-410v, 416v—417, 419-449v, 473-509v,
518-539,555-571, 587-591, as well as single pages and annotations scattered
in various places of the silva), which accounts for about 2/3 of the volume
of the entire book. In addition, he made corrections and additions to some
of the pages transcribed by others (e.g., on f. 251, 252, 320v.). Other people
wrote down about 185 pages, i.e., about 1/3 of the book’s volume. It is diffi-
cult to determine how many people created the silva in total. We can assume
there were about 15-16, with as many as 6—7 hands we can distinguish for
texts inscribed in the early 18" century. In addition to Jastkowski’s hand, the
most distinguished are the hands with which the materials concerning the Ka-
zanowskis, the Borysow district office and the Wisznia sejmik were written
down (e.g., f. 262-267, 271-282, 405—408. 509v.—518), as well as materials
from the time of Wiadystaw IV (e.g., f. 251-259, 311-322v.).

However, the diversity of people who created the silva during Jastkowski’s
lifetime does not prove that we are dealing here with texts written down

24  These traces are found after f. 186, 199, 226, 583.

25 Inwentarz zamku laszeckiego jak si¢ ad praesens znajduje [...] spisany mense Aprili Anno
Dni 1748, [in:] Materialy zrodlowe do dziejow kultury i sztuki XVI-XVIII w., coll. and comp. by
M. Gebarowicz, Warszawa 1973, p. 59. It was registered in the section “Ksiggi Manuskryptow
r6znych. Sub litera O” under No. 29 as “Compendium omnis activitatis”.

26  On the history of manuscripts from the collection of J.W. Mniszech, see M. Matwijow,
Rekopisy ze zbioru Jozefa Wandalina Mniszcha (1670-1747), marszatka wielkiego koronnego,
,,Z Badan nad Ksiazka i Ksiggozbiorami Historycznymi” 2022, vol. 16, no. 1, pp. 9-31.
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independently of each other, autonomous also from the fragments of the silva
written down by Jastkowski. How the records were kept indicates that the texts
were primarily written down by the copyists in cooperation with each other,
as evidenced by the “overlapping” of their hands on some pages of the manu-
script — we are dealing with such cases on f. 165, 173v., 267, 401, 408, 509v.,
518. Also, Jastkowski’s hand alternates in some fragments of the silva with the
hands of other copyists (f. 452—472). The integrity of the fragments written by
different people and fragments made by Jastkowski seems to indicate that all
the copies were created in his environment and order. It is also characteristic
that Jastkowski did not include any original documents (e.g., letters written to
himself) in his silva, which was the practice due to saving the copyists’ work.
Still, he transcribed all private documents from his archive, treating his silva
as a copybook.

Characteristically, texts were only sometimes entered from the beginning
of the section or the first page of the card but from the third or fourth card or its
verso. It could have been done considering the idea of entering other material
later or reserving a space in case the text in the previous section did not fit.
Indeed, we do not have examples of artificially thickening the text at the end
of the typesetting to fit in with all the text. On the other hand, this caused the
book to contain many unsigned cards — about 60.

The method of making entries does not differ from that used in other such
manuscripts. Individual documents are provided with headings specifying
their type and essential content. However, there are cases of a lack of such
headings or their formulation in a general way that are devoid of informative
value. Occasional explanations of the context of the documents or the cir-
cumstances of their events (e.g., at the copy of the universal of Wladystaw IV
of 1646, f. 256) are unlikely to have come from the authors of the silva but
have been copied from the documents that are the basis of the copy. The level
of the copies can be assessed as good, although there are some fragmentary
texts in the silva, unfinished by Jastkowski or other copyists (e.g., on f. 257,
480, 486v.; other cases are losses of text due to mechanical damage to the silva,
including cutting the outer edges of the pages when binding the manuscript).
Regarding craft quality and graphic design, Jastkowski’s silva should be rated
quite highly. The care and legibility of the handwriting of both Jastkowski
and most other copyists should be considered good, and sometimes even very
good, with a tendency to give calligraphic features to the writing (e.g., f. 265—
273v.). Only a few texts are written in careless, barely legible handwriting (e.g.,
f. 327v.-—331). Understandably, in the texts that Jastkowski considered more
important and of more lasting value, he typed much more carefully than, for
example, notes and extracts from literature (f. 79—112). Another matter is that
we do not know whether at least some fragments of his silva, written initially
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down on loose sheets or bifolia, or composed altogether of materials foreign
by provenance, were not transcribed by Jastkowski after some time “in clean”
already in normal typesetting, giving them not only a more careful and uni-
fied external appearance but also a uniform “code” form — we may be dealing
with such a procedure in the case of the block of materials of public life from
1670-1682 (f. 473-509v.).

A characteristic feature of Jastkowski’s silva is his desire to group some
of his materials into thematic and chronological blocks. At least some of the
economic advice he wrote down (f. 4-58), excerpts from various literature
(f. 60-112), diary notes (f. 587-591), some materials of public life (f. 392—
410v.), estate records of the Jastkowskis and various individuals (f. 283298,
473-539, 555-571) were grouped in this way. This indicates that presumably
keeping his records on loose sections from the 1750s onward, Jastkowski tried
to adhere to a factual division of records, which is a good indication of his ex-
pertise and organization of his work, which can be linked to the experience he
acquired during his clerical practice at the Przemy$l and Sanok town registries.
Such homogeneous fragments are, for example, the diary-autobiographical
entries entitled “Notanda singularia” — we can assume with a high degree
of probability that Jastkowski began to compile them around 1676 and con-
tinued to do so until his death since the records up to that year are still drawn
up retrospectively, without any chronological order, and only from 1677 do
they assume a strictly chronological character, indicating that Jastkowski then
began to keep them up to date.

However, such a way of grouping the materials was not carried out consist-
ently, as there are often cases of surprisingly mixing them in a manner typical
of silva manuscripts. Thus, for example, the poem “Duma chocimska” [Chocim
Pride] was placed next to an excerpt from the privilege of Sophia of Sprow for
the tailor and furrier guild in Jarostaw from 1553, the “Pie$n ziemianska” [Land
Song] is adjacent to the “Porzadek rady koronnej” [Order of the Crown Council ]
from 1569. Various occasional letters written to Jastkowski were placed between
the instructions of Jan Gninski’s envoy to Turkey in 1677 and Jan III’s vote at
the Senate Council in 1688. We also encounter cases of adding various texts
to randomly selected free spaces in the manuscript without caring to preserve
the thematic connection between the texts — thus, among the materials related
to Adam Kazanowski, the Crown Court Marshal, Jastkowski wrote “Czaréw
nagana z Syreniusza”. Understandably, he also failed to maintain chronological
order in the materials of public life — resulting, for example, in the “breaking up”
of a unified block of materials from 1666—1670 (pp. 473-509v.) with individual
materials from 1643, 1674 and 1682.

In addition, one can see in the silva a desire to group sections with similar
topics next to each other to give the book a more orderly structure. This was
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most likely still carried out by Jastkowski, although only sometimes consist-
ently. This did not apply to the amalgamation of similar materials written down
during his lifetime by other copyists, which resulted in coinciding materials
ending up in different places in the codex. This was also true of the materials
attached to the silva in the early 18" century, which were essentially grouped
in two places (f. 173v—199 and 540-545).

Characteristics of the silva in terms of writing

The title Jastkowski gave to his silva was imprecise and in no way reflected
its thematic diversity and the wealth of materials it contained. In terms of the
type of materials, it included documents and records, correspondence (letters),
speeches, literary texts (songs, poems, epitaphs, anecdotes), specimens of letters
and speeches, diary notes, extracts from literature, and miscellaneous notes;
rare in this type of manuscript book is a beautiful handwritten drawing of a tree
of kinship and affinity according to Johannes Andreae (“Genealogia”, p. 380).
In part, the listed types of writing correspond to the subject matter of the silva,
in which we can distinguish such areas as public life, mainly political affairs
(this subject matter dominates the silva, occupying about 45% of its content),
household, agriculture and horticulture, medicine, law, Polish and general
history, belles lettres, epistolography and rhetoric, genealogy and heraldry,
customs, culture, and private and professional affairs. Excluding minor notes
and extracts from literature, the number of self-contained written documents
(letters, speeches, deeds, literary works, etc.) can be approximated at about 200
pieces. As in the case of other manuscripts of that kind from the Old Polish
period, they relate almost exclusively to the affairs of the former Republic, and
documents relating to foreign countries are very few?’.

Like other such manuscripts, the collected materials’ origin is mainly in the
public domain. Jastkowski acquired them through his private contacts and dur-
ing his professional and public activities, such as participating in land assem-
blies, which were traditionally the place for disseminating various ephemeral
political and other writings®. All the more intriguing is the presence in the
silva of materials from private possession and thus more widely inaccessible —
this applies to copies of materials related to A. Kazanowski, the Crown Court
Marshal (died in 1649), and other Kazanowskis, as well as those relating to the
Borysow district office in Lithuania from 16261649, of which Kazanowski

27 A detailed description of silva’s contents is provided later in the article.

28 Direct testimony to this is the notation: “Literae a regentibus Regni Sueciae quorum copiae
in comitiis particularibus Visnensibus directissimis meae [emphasis MM] die 6ta Junii 1667 per
incolas sunt productae”.
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was a possessor. They appear to be a copy of some unknown copybook of the
administrative records of the Borysow district office and the Kazanowski
family silva rerum — but this does not explain where, from whom, and how the
unknown copyist who made the copy of these materials for Jastkowski gained
access to them. Likewise, a copy of some mid-17" century political miscellanea
is probably the materials from 1646—1652 (1654), especially the diary of the
first Sejm of 1652.

As in the case of other silva manuscripts, in addition to copies of various
“foreign” materials, Jastkowski included in his silva some documents and per-
sonal notes concerning himself and his family, as well as texts of his authorship.
In the case of family materials, he showed a good deal of initiative in acquiring
them, not contenting himself with entering documents inherited from his father
and from his archive into the silva but carrying out occasional searches for
this purpose in various official and institutional records, including those in the
Jarostaw municipality and some manuscript found in the Dominican monastery
in Lublin 1679 (f. 565v.), probably taking advantage here of his stay in Lublin
on the occasion of his participation in the work of the Crown Tribunal. Jast-
kowski’s method of inscribing these materials is also typical of silvae — with
an emphasis on the personal nature of these entries, such as “Assecuratia ode
mnie dana jmci panu Stanistawowi Koniecpolskiemu™ [Assecuratia from me
[emphasised by MM] given to Mr Stanistaw Koniecpolski] or “List zapraszajacy
mnie do Lancuta” [Letter inviting me to Lancut]. Occasionally, however, he
used the neutral conjugation form in the third person, such as when inscribing
a privilege for himself for the office of land judge of Przemysl from King Jan

T in 1683.

In addition to copies of his correspondence and legal and property doc-
uments, Jastkowski’s autobiographical notes (“Notanda singularia”) are the
most interesting. However, they are typically diary, superficial, and limited to
providing only basic factual information. Notes going beyond this, revealing
the background or behind-the-scenes of essential events in his life, are virtu-
ally nonexistent. In addition to information about himself and his immediate
family, the diary notes contain several mentions of the deaths of people with
whom he was in any way connected, such as A.A. Chodkiewiczowa (1654),
and J. Zamoyski, Sandomierz voivode (1665) — again, however, without any
additional comments.

This also applies to the few records of significant public events in which
Jastkowski personally participated. They do not contain detailed descriptions
or reflections on them; they are perfunctory and laconic. An example can be
found in the notes®. concerning the turbulent events of 1669-1672:

29 The spelling has been modernized according to the rules of editing Old Polish sources.
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Elekcyja krola jmci Michala w Warszawie byto die 19 Junii 1669. Koronacyja eodem anno
die 29 septembris. Koronacyja krdla jmci Michata w Krakowie w dzien S. Michata die 29
septembris 1669. Na tenze sejm bylem postem, a ten sejm si¢ rozerwat przez pana Olizara
posta wojewodztwa kijowskiego. Anno Dni 1672 die 16 septembris Kamieniec Podolski
cesarz turecki wzigl. O tem przyszta wiadomos¢ w pottory niedzieli, gdy za Tarnogrodem
pod Ksigzpolem stato pospolite ruszenie przemyskie, a stamtad poszto pod Gotab, a potem
pod Lublin. In Anno 1672 bylem postem do Warszawy na sejm, ktory si¢ rozerwat przez

jmp. Ubysza chorgzego gostinskiego®

[Election of King Michat in Warsaw on die 19 Junii 1669. Coronation eodem anno die 29
septembris. Coronation of King Michat in Krakéw on St Michael day die 29 septembris
1669. I was a deputy to that Sejm, and that Sejm was torn apart by Mr. Olizar, deputy of the
Kyiv province. Anno Dni 1672 die 16 septembris Kamieniec Podolski was taken by the
Turkish emperor. The news of this came in one and a half weeks when behind Tarnogrod
near Ksig¢zpol stood the Przemysl mass mobilization, and from there went to Golab and then
to Lublin. In Anno 1672, I was a deputy to Warsaw for the Sejm, torn apart by jmp. Ubysz
the Gostin ensign].

Even in the case of the rupture of two consecutive electoral assemblies of the
Ruthenian province in 1681-1682 over the election of candidates for the office
of the Przemysl land judge, which directly concerned him due to his desire to
run for the vacant office, he did not bother to make any closer reference to these
events and comment on them, contenting himself only with giving the names
of the rupturers®'. This also applies to the assemblies in which he was the speaker.

One can also conclude from this that Jastkowski’s public activities could
have absorbed him more, and he needed to pay more attention to them. In a way,
this is confirmed by the selection of copies of his correspondence in the silva.
He considered only letters of a private and occasional nature worthy of immor-
talization, especially invitations to funerals and weddings. At the same time,
he ignored all “public” correspondence, which he had to conduct as a senior
land official and participant in various public missions. This confirms that the
nobility of the time was primarily uninterested in public affairs (except for de-
fending its rights and state privileges), focusing its activity on private, family,
and property matters.

In terms of intellectual character, the silva reveals a picture of Jastkowski as
a man curious about the surrounding world, with broad interests (notable, are his

30 Silva by A. Jastkowski, f. 589.

31 Silva by A. Jastkowski, f. 590v.-591. Only once did Jastkowski get around to providing
some details of the proceedings, when he noted with satisfaction that he received 222 votes in the
election of candidates for the vacant office of land judge.
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notes concerning coffee, chocolate, and tea, i.e. products still absent from the
manors of the nobility), reaching for a variety of readings, including publishing
novelties (the book by Stanistaw Herakliusz Lubomirski Rozmowy Artaxessa
v Ewandra, w ktorych polityczne, moralne, y natural uwagi [...] prawdziwie
wyrazone sq, s.l. 1683). In terms of his worldview, he did not differ from the
rest of the noble society, which is directly evidenced by his inclusion in the
silva of the “Pie$n ziemianska”, praising the values of the noble way of life —
interestingly, however, the silva lacked the then most frequently reproduced
work with a “golden-age” message, which was the “Rokosz glinianski”; instead,
the famous “Rada Philippa Kallimacha” was included in the silva, but already
after Jastkowski’s death.

The same can be said of his general knowledge, part of which was his
knowledge of Latin, which Jastkowski was fond of using in his silva. Under-
standably, excerpts from various Latin-language literature, particularly, were
written in Latin. This allows one to see the effect of the education he prob-
ably received at the Jesuit college in Jarostaw. Therefore, it should come as
no surprise that the silva contains virtually no texts in other languages — the
only exception here is the “Italica adagia” (f. 103—104). Still, these, too, were
primarily written in Latin and only partially in Italian. However, judging how
much Jastkowski knew this language was not easy.

In terms of creative talents, on the other hand, he can be seen as a man
who lacks or does not exude such abilities or ambitions, limiting himself to
transcribing or summarizing various “foreign” written documents but avoiding
committing his impressions, opinions, and thoughts to paper. We do not find
the text of his authorship in the silva, or at least we have no clear basis for this,
except for copies of several of his private letters to various individuals. He
did not even include sketches or transcripts of his speeches delivered at public
gatherings, and he must have had at least a few of them, such as the speech at
the Electoral Sejm of 1674. However, we must consider the possibility that some
of the occasional literary works included in the silva were written by him, which
is supported by their amateurish or, to put it bluntly, poor literary level. Among
these works, we can especially include an otherwise unknown extensive poem,
“Ordinatia zamoyska”, the ideological message of which is entirely in line with
the views professed by Jastkowski (it suffices to cite the titles of the chapters
of this work: “Ordinatia przeciwko Bogu” [Ordinatia v. God], “Przeciwko
wolnosci” [Against Freedom], “Przeciwko prawu” [Against the Law]) allows
us to see as his authorial literary attempt. It is impossible with the current state
of knowledge to determine whether some of the other occasional poems in the
silva are also such attempts (e.g., “Obescie zotnierskie” [Soldier’s Bypass]).

As in the case of other similar manuscripts of this type, Jastkowski’s silva
should be looked at as a source for learning about the intellectual culture of the
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society of the time and, above all, as an essential source for historical and lit-
erary research. As already mentioned, most of the political material contained
in it was present in the public space at the time, thanks to which it was also
preserved in other similar manuscripts and sometimes in multiple copies®,
but this does not diminish their significance as an important testimony to their
dissemination in the public space and readership popularity; besides, they can
serve as comparative material to identify different variants of texts circulat-
ing in manuscript copies at the time. More importantly, there are also unique
materials, not known elsewhere, rescued from obscurity thanks to Jastkowski
and seemingly without counterparts in other manuscripts and source editions
that have survived to our time. For example, we can point out here the copies
of materials related to A. Kazanowski, the Crown Court Marshal, the diary
of the first Sejm of 1652 (26 1-6 II1)*, some files of the Wisznia sejmik (in-
structions of the assembly to the deputies to King Jan Kazimierz on September
11, 1663, and to the deputy to field hetman of the Crown Jan Sobieski on June
6, 1667)*, Hieronim Roth’s supplication to the crown senators from 1669 or
the admittedly incomplete files on the administrative affairs of the starosta
of Borysow in Lithuania.

The silva content

The descriptions of the materials and documents have been grouped according
to their type or subject matter to facilitate orientation in the contents of the silva.
Jastkowski’s personal and family materials and correspondence are included at
the beginning of the compilation, followed by his notes and excerpts (sometimes
also made by other people) grouped according to particular issues, materials
of public life, literary and occasional works, and materials concerning the
private affairs of various individuals. All autonomous written documents are
described in detail®, Except for notes and excerpts by Jastkowski and others,
most of the documentation of an archival nature (Jastkowski’s correspondence,
files of the Borysow district office), which, not wishing to overextend the vol-
ume of the article, are described in general terms, with detailed consideration
of only some of the more extensive texts.

32 For a compilation of the various materials of public life in silvae and other manuscript
books created at the time, see M. Matwijow, Zbiory materiatow zycia publicznego..., pp. 385—466.

33 Not mentioned by J. Dabrowski in Wykaz diariuszy sejmowych (1649-1668) z okresu
panowania Jana Il Kazimierza Wazy, ,,Studia Historyczne” 1996, vol. 39, no. 3, p. 381. There is no
analogy between this diary and the other diaries of this Sejm mentioned in this list.

34 Not published in the edition of Laudy sejmikowych wiszenskich 1648—1673, Lviv 1911.

35 According to the principle for cataloging Old Polish manuscripts, their spelling was not
modernized when the original titles were given.
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1.

2.

“Notanda singularia” — Jastkowski’s diary notes on events from his life,
private affairs, and major public events from 1653 to 1689, ff. 587-591.
Correspondence of A. Jastkowski (mainly letters inviting to funerals
and weddings, some with Jastkowski’s responses), including those from
starostess of Wolborz Elzbieta Pisarska 1673, f. 421-422; Stanistaw
Herakliusz Lubomirski, Marshal of the Crown 1682, f. 526; Jerzy Bo-
gustaw Fredro, Crown huntsman 1682, f. 526v.—528; Adam Mikotaj
Sieniawski, starosta of Lviv 1684, f. 530v.; King Jan III 1690 (invitation
to the wedding of Prince Jakub to Princess Jadwiga of Neuburg), f. 539;
from various individuals, f. 528—-528yv.

Personal and property records of the Jastkowskis; “Regestrum inscrip-
tionum et variarum recognitionum in Actis Regni autenticis recognitar-
um domi nostrae servientium” (excerpts and notes from various offi-
cial records concerning property matters of the Jastkowskis and related
families 16"—17" centuries), f. 555-571v.; “privilege for Surohow” by
A.A. Chodkiewiczowa for Walerian Jastkowski 1647, f. 288-289v.;
“Copia kontraktu albo raczey lennego prawa” by S. Koniecpolski sta-
rosta of Dolin for A. Jastkowski for the mayorship of Surohovo 1673,
f. 292-294v.; “copia donaciey” of Surohéw by S. Koniecpolski starosta
of Dolin to A. Jastkowski 1674, f. 291-291v; “assecuratia ode mnie
[A. Jastkowski] dana jmci panu Stanistaw Koniecpolski obozny kor. na
wykupno Mosczany” 1675, f. 296-296v.; “Copia przywileju” of King
Jan III for A. Jastkowski for the office of the Przemysl land judge 1683,
f. 297-298.

A. Jastkowski’s excerpts and notes on economics, household, agri-
culture, and horticulture. Among others, “Ephemerides economicae
quid quovis mense faciendum sit [...] authore Astrophilo Tyrnaviensi”,
f. 4-15v.; “Observationes economicae circa usum ac utilitatem aquarum
eodem authore”, f. 16-20v.; “Diskurz o drzewach owocowych Jozefa
Wiszniowskiego w Kalendarzu Anni 1683, f. 22-29v.; “Ex observa-
tionibus calendarii Tyrnaviensis ad annum Christi 1688, f. 30-35v.;
“Obserwatie w miesigcach wydane od magistra Stowakowicza akade-
mika krakowskiego w minuciach roku 16877, f. 38—45; information on
porcelain, Greek fire, tea, coffee, chocolate, et al., f. 45-53; “Obserwan-
tie gospodarskie dla zdrowia i gospodarstwa”, f. 423v.—425v.; “Zebranie
stawnych jarmarkow”, f. 442—442v.; “Observatie miesigcéw do zdrowia
y gospodarstwa”, f. 445-447.

A. Jastkowski’s extracts and notes on medicine, anatomy, natural phi-
losophy, and astronomy. Among others, “Centum observationes admi-
rabilium effectuum simpathia, antipathia et virtutis magnethicae”, f. 54—
58; “De simpathia et antipathia ex libro Evandri et Artaxis ill[ustrisi]
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10.

mi [Stanislai Heraclii Lubomirski] mareschalci regni”, f. 157-158v.;
“wyrozumienie wieku ludzkiego”, “iudicium astrologorum de cometa”,
“sposob na widzenie za¢mienia stonca bez urazy oczu”, f. 380v.-381;
“Descriptio mensium ex schola salernitana”, f. 423—423v.; “Przestrogi

dla zdrowia potrzebne” (about letting go of blood, etc.), f. 426—427;
“Traktat o rokach klimakterowych”, f. 428-431v.; “Arcana conservan-

dae sanitatis ex Joanne Jacobo Uweclero Basiliense”, f. 432432y,
“Anatomia zotadka”, “O kiszkach”, et al., f. 322v.—437; “Disposita
obrotow niebieskich y postanowienia zegara”, f. 448-448v.; “Praecep-

ta conservandae sanitatis Zurawskiego stawnego medyka”, f. 452453,
A. Jastkowski’s extracts and notes on Polish and universal history. Among
others, “Chronologia o monarchiey tureckiey” (until 1683), f. 69—77v.;
“Reges et origo regum et imperatorum Turcarum”, f. 135v.—136; “No-
tatio de Terra vel Capitaneatu Sepusien[sis] ex Chronica Miechoviensi
[by Maciej of Miechow]”, f. 160—161; “Ex Gramundo Historico Galliae
de Regnesio et Pannatu”, f. 212-215v.; “Regestrum principum et regum
Poloniae secundum Cromerum”, f. 438-438yv.

Jastkowski’s excerpts and notes on legal and political issues of the Re-
public of Poland: “Haereditatis acquisitio per Reges [...]”, f. 127v.—132v.;
“dekret sejmowy na niewykupowanie dobr szlacheckich od krélowej
Bony” 1535, f. 133; “Porzadek y ordo urzednikow koronnych ex li-
bro Christophori Hartknoch”, f. 337-337v.; “Porzadek rady koronney
y WXL secundum constitutionem Anni 15697, f. 438v.—439v., 461—
462v.; “Regestr woiewodztw, ziem y powiatéw koronnych y WXL,
f. 440441v.

Excerpts of A. Jastkowski on religious matters: “Historia sacra de Su-
sanna lectio Danielis prophetae”, f. 216-217; inscriptions in the church
in Piotrowin, f. 224, 375v.

A. Jastkowski’s notes on tax and administrative matters of the Prze-
mys$l land: “Regestr miast ziemi przemyski[ej], wiele ktore czopowego
czynig...”, order of land offices and “Cadentia rokow ziemskich prze-
myskich”, f. 463.

Excerpts and small notes on various subjects, anecdotes, sentences,
aphorisms, apophthegms, f. 79—103; 104v.—112, 114-116, 118-118v.,
121v., 123-127v., 134, 136v.—138, 139v.—141v., 144v.—145, 147v.-150v.,
151v.—157, 159—-159v.; “Italica adagia”, f. 103—104; “Notata ex libro
Friderici Marselaro [Federick de Marselaer] De legationibus”, f. 142—
144; “Descriptio populorum”, f. 145v.—147; “Enumeratio herbes moral-
item ad casum mortalitatis”, f. 151; “Witchcraft reprimand of Syrenius
fol. 1247, f. 275-276v.; “Descriptio Affinitatis et Prosapiae”, f. 379v.—
380; “Notata singularia in mensibus”, f. 443—444v.; notes helpful in of-
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11.

12.

13.

fice work (including titles used in letters to European rulers) f. 437v.,
456v.—457v.; “Contra meridiana Christiani militis”, f. 465-466v.; “Sen-
tentiae bellicae in ordinem”, f. 467—470.

Specimens and examples of funerals, weddings, and other occasion-
al letters, f. 276v., 301-301v., 408—410v., 416v.—420v. (here, among
other things, ,,Materia listu pro funere zapraszajacego na pogrzeb jmp.
kasztelana przemyskiego od jmp. Mikotaja z Brzezia Landkoronskiego
rodzica swego™), 422v.—423, 525v.—526, 529-530v.

1Materials of public life from 1646—1647, mainly concerning plans
for the Republic of Poland’s war with Turkey. Among others, a letter
from Stanistaw Lubomirski voivode of Krakow to King Wiadystaw IV
“o zacigganiu woyska inscia Republica diebus Maii A. 1646, f. 251—
252; letters of Piotr Gembicki bishop of Krakéw to Jan Gembicki Crown
secretary 14 May 1646, to King Wiladystaw IV on 27 May 1646, and
to Jerzy Ossolinski Chancellor of the Crown s.d. [1646], f. 252-253v.;
“Amicus ad Amicum letter” of May 1646 and response to it (political
writings), f. 253v.-255; letter of King Wiadystaw IV to Polish senators
on June 16, 1646, f. 255-255v.; universal of Wladystaw IV canceling
military enlistments on June 28, 1646, f. 256; files on the revision of the
Wieliczka salt mines 1646 (order of King Wtadystaw IV of March 1646,
“Innotescentia” of the commissioners on August 6, 1646), f. 450-452; an
ordinance of King Wtadystaw IV’s entry to Krakéw for the coronation
of Ludwika Maria Gonzaga de Nevers 1646 and “regestr gospod na ko-
ronacig krolowej jejmci dla jmci pana marszatka nadwornego koronne-
go w roku 16467, f. 271-272v.; letters of Mikotaj Potocki Grand Crown
Hetman to S. Lubomirski voivode of Krakéw s.d., to King Whadystaw
IV on 10 III 1647, to Krzysztof Ossolinski starosta of Stobiec on 12 and
28 III 1647 (2) and to the crown sejmiks on 27 III 1647, f. 300-300v.,
311-312v., 315-316; letter from Yuri Dolgoruki voivode of Putyvl to
Mikotaj Potocki Grand Crown Hetman s.d. [ca. 1647], f. 262-262v.;
letter from Turkish Sultan Ibrahim to Wtadystaw IV dated February
1647, f. 304-304v.; Crimean Khan Islam Giray letter to Wiadystaw IV
dated March 17, 1647, f. 305-306; letter from A. Kazanowski Crown
Court Marshal to S. Lubomirski voivode of Krakow on 19 III 1647,
f. 322-322v.; letter of the Sylistrian Pasha to M. Potocki Great Crown
Hetman s.d. (unfinished), f. 257.

Materials of public life from 1649-1651, mainly relating to the Pol-
ish-Cossack war: comput of the quarter army 1649, f. 317-319; let-
ter of Bohdan Khmelnytsky the Cossack hetman to Janusz Radziwitt
the Lithuanian field hetman 19 II 1649 and response s.d., £.321-322;
“Puncta przez [...] wojewode bractawskiego [Adama Kisiela] y ichmpp
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14.

15.

komisarzéw z jmc. Bohdanem Chmielnickim hetmanem wojska zapor-
oskiego” 24 11 1649 and supplication of the Zaporizhian army to King
Jan Kazimierz, s.d., f. 258-259v.; Polish-Tatar and Polish-Cossack pacts
concluded at Zborow 19 VIII 1649, f. 323-325; letters of B. Khmel-
nytsky to King Jan Kazimierz 8 X 1649 and to Kyiv voivode A. Kisiel
8 and 12 X 1649 (2), f. 325-236v.; decree of King Jan Kazimierz 20 II1
1649, f. 316v.; speeches of NN MP marshals (?) to King Jan Kazimierz
ca. 1649-1650 (?), f. 177-177v, 374-375; Polish noble grant for the
Moldavian hospodar Basil Lupul 1650, f. 260—260v.; royal universal
for the June 1651 mass movement, f. 327v.—328.

Public life materials from 1652—-1655: “Manifestatio Innocentiae [...]
Hie[ronimi Radziejowski]” 1652 (unfinished), f. 331v.; Speeches of Par-
liamentary Speaker Andrzej Maksymilian Fredro and others at the Or-
dinary Sejm 1652, f. 338-346v.; “Diariusz seymu anni 1652 poczety
a die 26 Januarii” (unfinished, brought to March 6, 1652), f. 347-372;
letter of B. Khmelnytsky to Kyiv voivode A. Kisiel s.d., f. 346v.—347;
records concerning the pre-sejm assembly of the provinces of Great-
er Poland in Sroda on July 23, 1652 (speech of the king’s deputy, in-
structions for the deputies to the Sejm, laudum), f. 328-331; speech
of Marshal of Deputies Franciszek Dubrawski at the Ordinary Sejm
of 1654, f. 373v, 376-376v.; letter of Swedish senators to Polish sena-
tors 3 III 1655, f. 377-378v.; letter of Polish senators to Swedish King
Charles II Gustav [IX-XII 16557], f. 225v.; “Declaratio S. Regiaec Mtis
Sueciae [Charles II Gustav] data deputatis palatinatuum Cracoviensis,
Sendomiriensis, Kijoviensis [...]” (unfinished) [21 X 1655], f. 379.
Materials of public life from 1661-1667; “Opatrzenie na dalsze czasy
catosci dobra pospolitego” — speech of King Jan Kazimierz at the Sejm
of 1661, . 382-384v, script of King Jan Kazimierz on the vivente rege
election on May 2, 1661, f. 385-385v.; letter of A.M. Fredro, castel-
lan of Lviv, to King Jan Kazimierz on July 1 and response on July
17, 1665, f. 245-247v.; letter of Andrzej Trzebicki, bishop of Lviv, to
King Jan Kazimierz on June 14, 1665, and response on June 21, 1665,
f. 247v.—249v.; letters from Jerzy Sebastian Lubomirski to the nobility
of the Crown on 5 II 1665 and to King Jan Kazimierz on 25 XI 1665,
f. 393-394v.; letter from Jan Leszczynski, Crown Sub-Chancellor, to
Jan Gninski, Pomeranian chamberlain, s.d. f. 394v.—395v.; “Uspoko-
jenieenie woyska y dyffidentiae pod Matwamy” 31 VII 1666 (declara-
tion of King Jan Kazimierz, general amnesty, rescript from provinces,
“forma juramenti”), f. 396—401; “Literae a regentibus Regni Sueciae [...]
ad agentem Gedani subsistentem” 6 III 1667, f. 260v.—261; “Judicium
anonymi civis do jmci xdza [...] Olszowskiego biskupa chetminskie-
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16.

17.

18.

go podkanclerzego koronnego [...]” [so-called ,,letter of the castellan
of Rozpiersk 16677, f. 401-404v.; ,,Glos wolnego szlachcica y odpow-
iedz na pytanie co by oyczyznie pozytecznego byto hetmani dozywotni
czyli docze$ni”, f. 385v.—389v.

Materials concerning the abdication of Jan II Kazimierz 1668 and the
interregnum of 1668—1669: the speech of parliamentary marshal Ste-
fan Sarnowski at the farewell of King Jan Kazimierz at the abdication
Sejm of 1668 (unfinished), f. 480; “Mowa Krola JMci Jana Kazimierza
abdikujac krolestwo polskie w Warszawie na seym die 15 Septembris
Anno Domini 1668 and “diploma abdicationis”, f. 482-486; laudum
of the Proszow sejmik of the Krakow province after the abdication
of King Jan Kazimierz [1668] (unfinished), f. 486—486v.; “Discurs
o concurrentiey do sceptrum polskiego po resignaciey Kréla JMci Jana
Kazimierza”, f. 488-493v.; “List od podufalego przyjaciela in materia
alectionis Piasta anno 1668, f. 493v.-500v.; Hieronim Roth’s suppli-
cation to the crown senators regarding his father’s imprisonment by
the Brandenburgers on 19 1 1669, f. 415v.—416; “Copia przysiggi na
elekciey sp. krola Michata...” [1669], f. 116v.—117.

Materials of public life from 1670-1674: speech of S.H. Lubomirski,
Crown Deputy Pantler, during the welcoming of King Michat Korybut at
the Ordinary Sejm of 1670, f. 509v.—512; “List do obozu pod Trebowle
pisany anonime od stryja do synowca ulitimus diebus junii podrzu-
cony anno 16707, f. 503v.—506v.; “Copia listu od jmci xdza Mikotaja
Prazmowskiego [...] do jmp. Kochanowskiego starosty radomskiego” and
“Copia responsu de data z Warszawy die 20 januarii 1670 (pashkvils), f.
507-509v.; “Przestroga Rzptey zyczliwa” (journalistic writing) [1670],
f. 518-520; “Rozebranie woyska na zaptatg po wojewddztwach wedtug
constit. anni [1670?]”, f. 333-335v.; letter of the Turkish Sultan Mehmed
to King Michat Korybut 3 X 1671, f. 512-513; letter of Achmet Kopriilu
the Turkish vizier to the Crown Sub-Chancellor [A. Olszowski 16717],
f. 513v.; “Copia listu jmci pana kasztelana krakowskiego [Stanistawa
Warszyckiego] do jmci pana wojewody podlaskiego Leszczinskiego
[recte: Wiktoryna Mleczki 1672]”, f. 267v.—270; vote of Bishop Wier-
zbowski of Poznan at the Suen of 1672, f. 514-518; “Apostrophe ad il-
1[ustrissi]mos Polonici candidatos™ [16747], f. 521-524v.; congratulation
of Jesuit General Giovanni Paolo Oliva to Jan Sobieski on the occasion
of his election as king on June 9, 1674, . 501v.

Materials of public life from 1677-1689: “Script dany na seymie ad
archivum in Anno 16777, f. 336-336v.; thanks to Jan Stefan Wydzga,
Crown Sub-Chancellor, and Jan Wielopolski, Crown Pantler, for the
great and small crown seals of 1677, f. 208-211v.; “Legatio ad im-
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peratorem Turcarum in anno 1677 per Gninski palatinum culmensem”,
f. 524v.—525v.; Royal courtiers’ greeting of a Moscow visitor in Jawor-
ow 1682, f. 481-481v.; letter of King Jan III to his wife Maria Kazimiera
“z namiotéw wezerskich w obozie pod Widniem die 3 [!] Septembris A°
1683 po Victoriey pisanego”, f. 212-215v.; ,,Votum JKMci Jana Trzecie-
go na Radzie Grodzinskiej po rozerwanym Seymie in Anno 16887,
f. 531-531v.; ,,Copia listu ode Dworu pisanego do iednego z ichm. pp
senatorow” [1688], f. 532-538v.; ,,Mowa [ks. Taranowskiego, kancler-
za biskupa krakowskiego] oddajac piecze¢ wielka koronng po zesciu
[...] Jana Wielopolskiego kanclerza w. koronnego” at the Sejm of 1689,
f. 173-174v.; ,,Puncta podane od cesarza jmci [...] Leopolda postom
tureckim [...] de data die 31 decembris 1689 [...]”, f. 68v.
1Materials of public life from 1698—1707: ,,Monita politica ac salu-
toria pro restituenda libertate na przestroge y informatig seymikom”
[c. 1698], f. 174v.—175; letter of Kazimierz Jan Sapieha Great Lithua-
nian Hetman Sandomierskie voivodship s.d. [ca. 1701], f. 177v.—178v.;
,aringa z instructiey |[...] p[ostom od wo[jewo]dztwa sendomierskiego do
[...] hetfmana] w. koronnego [...] 17017, f. 226; letter of Andrzej Chry-
zostom Zatuski, bishop of Warmia, to Primate Michal Radziejowski
6 XII 1702 and response 16 XII 1702, f. 178v.—180; letter of Primate
M. Radziejowski to Voivode of Volhynia Jan Stadnicki on 8 T 1703,
f. 180-180v.; ,Interes calego chrzescijanstwa w rgku polskich [!]”
1703, f. 540-542v.; “Colloquium serenissimi regis Poloniaec Augusti
cum serenissimo rege Sveciae Carolo” (political satire), f. 180-181v.;
letter of Primate M. Radziejowski to the Krakow voivodeship 9 11 1704,
f. 185; letter of Queen Maria Kazimiera to Primate M. Radziejowski 26
III 1704, f. 184v.; news from the camp near Sandomierz and various lo-
calities 1704, f. 182—184, 185-185v.; act of confederation of the Krakow
voivodeship 25 V 1705, f. 198v.—199; Primate M. Radziejowski’s uni-
versal “na poparcie Electiey Neo Electa Stanistawa Lesczynskiego” 31
V 1705, f. 194v—195v.; letters of King Stanistaw Leszczynski to NN
[Hieronim Augustyn Lubomirski Great Crown Hetman w ca. 17057?]
(no beginning) and to Bishop of Vilnius [Konstanty Brzostowski 17087]
“ratione zlapania x. Bialozora”, f. 188—190, 226v.; “Reflexya pewnego
ziemianina na sejmiki dana roku p. 17057, f. 190v.—194v.; “Dyalog
albo nova facies Rzeczypospolitey Polskiey w Paryzu publiczne aktem
wystawiona przy obecnosci krola francuskiego .... in Collegio Sorbonae
... odprawiony”, f. 195v.—199; “prognostyk na rok 17077, f. 543v.; uni-
versal of Boris Sheremetev and Alexander Menshikov on May 2, 1707,
f. 543v.—545; anagrams (“Sta Viator”), f. 542v.—543; news from Paris
s.d., f. 543-543v.
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20. Materials of public life from various years: “Rada Philippa Kallima-

21.

22.

23.

cha rodem z Florencji dana Janowi Olbrachtowi krélowi polskiemu
na zepsowanie wolnosci szlacheckiej”, f. 175v.—177; letter of Sigis-
mund Batory, Prince of Transylvania, to the Roman Emperor Rudolph
on August 22, 1599, f. 331v.—332v.; “Artykuly wojenne hetmanskie
autoritate seymu approbowane anni 16097, f. 165-172; copy of letter
of Crown Hetman Stanistaw Zotkiewski to King Zygmunt I11 “gdy szedt
z wojskiem pod Cecore 16207, f. 249v.—250; universal of Crown Het-
man [Stanistaw Koniecpolski] to the army on 6 III 1626, f. 320; “Com-
posicya o dziesigciny” [1635], f. 173—173v.; letter of King Wiadystaw
IV to Pope Urban VIII on 8 XII 1643, f. 485v.-486; universal of King
Wtadystaw IV “do obywatelow wojewodztwa polockiego, aby commer-
cia z postronnemi narodami odprawowali” s.d., f. 279-279v., “Ex voto
sp. jm. Jerzego Ossolinskiego kanclerza koronnego...”, f. 113-113v.;
“Petitiones ex sacra scriptura seu aspirationes ad papatum cardinalium
post decessum ss. Dni Innocenti decimi A° 16547, f. 459—460v.; re-
sponse of Andrzej Leszczynski Crown Sub-Chancellor to Sejm deputies
at an indefinite Sejm, f. 372v.—373.

Records of the Wisznia sejmik 1663—-1674 and concerning the affairs
of the Ruthenian province: instruction of the sejmik for the deputies to
King Jan Kazimierz on 11 IX 1663 and a response to it from the Crown
Chancellery, f. 389v.—393; sejmik instruction for deputies to King Jan
Kazimierz and letter of the sejmik to the same on June 6, 1667, f. 405—
406v.; sejmik instruction for deputies to the Crown Field Hetman J. So-
bieski and letter of the sejmik to the same on June 6, 1667, f. 406v.—408;
ordinance of Przemys$l land’s assembly 1667 f. 412—414v.; “List ad
candidationem aspirujacego zacnego przyjaciela” 1669, f. 416v—417;
“Copia listu na sejmik wiszenski pro die 29 Julii Anno Dni 1670 ztoZzony
od xigzgcia jmei Dimitra Wiszniowieckiego wojewody betskiego hetm.
pol. kor.”, f. 502—-503v, “copia listu na sejmik wiszynski relationis po
convocatiey generalney warszawskiey na dzien 15 Martii 1674 zlozony
od jw jmci marszatka y hetmana wielkiego koronnego Jana Sobiesk-
iego”, f. 520-521; letter from Jan Gninski Crown Sub-Chancellor to
Stanistaw Fredo, land scribe of Przemysl 16 X1 1682, f. 297.

Fiction (poems): ,,Jan Kochanowski’s Zuzanna”, f. 218-220v; ,,Duma
chocimska”, f. 237-238.

Occasional speeches and poems. Among others: ,,Oddawanie jejmci
panny Potockiej kasztelanki krakowskiej jmci panu Wielopolskiemu
kanclerzycowi koronnemu i staro$cie krakowskiemu przez [...] [Rafala]
Leszczynskiego wojewodg poznanskiego” [1688], f. 161-164; ,,Mowa
[Jakuba Maksymiliana] Fredry podkomorzego przemyskiego ktdrg odd-
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24.

25.

26.

27.

awat panig Jadwige za zong jmci panu Wypyskiemu chorgzemu nursk-
iemu 16377, f. 302-303v.; ,,Koleda dla matych dziatek”, f. 433; ,,Piesn
ziemianska” and ,,Pie$n”, f. 461; ,,Obescie zokierskie. Rozprawa oyca
zsynem”, f. 473-474v.; a poem about an old doctor, f. 480v.—481; poem
of King Jan III written on a picture of the Blessed Virgin Mary given to
his daughter Teresa Kunegunda 1694, f. 592v.; poem on the occasion
of the deaths of Aniela Koniecpolska and Konstancja Komorowska, the
successive wives of Jan Wielopolski, the Crown Pantler, Great Crown
Chancellor, f. 594.

Epitaphs of various individuals (also political satires), etc.: “Epitaphium
Joannis comitis in Tarnow qui primus obtinuit a Carolo Quinto com-
itis titulum”, f. 119; “Epitaphia et emblemata in funere illmi Joannis
Casimiri et Michaelis primi” [1676], f. 138v.—139, 487—-487v.; “Epi-
taphium duci de Longueville” [1672], f. 117; “Sepulchrale Hollandiae
epitaphium” [16727], f. 117v.; “Nagrobek krola szwedzkiego” [Tomb-
stone of the Swedish King Charles Gustav], f. 453v., “Epitaphium Re-
gis Angliae a subditis capite plexi”, f. 454; epitaphs of the following:
J.S. Lubomirski, Great Marshal of the Crown 1667 (3), f. 410—411v.,
Stefan Czarniecki, Voivode of Kyiv, f. 457v.—458, King Wladystaw IV,
f. 454v.—455, Jerzy Ossolinski, Great Chancellor of the Crown, f. 455—
455v., Katarzyna Ludwika Czartoryska of the Mniszechs, f. 593v.
Materials relating to the Jarostaw estates and their owners: “Confirma-
tio tituli Tarnoviae et Jaroslaviae pro comitie in Tarnow et Jarostaw”,
f. 120-121; “excerpt z privilegium Zofiey de Sprowa cechowi krawieck-
iemu y kusznierskiemu jarostawskiemu danego” 1553 [?], f. 238v.—239;
“Kontrakt na uspokojenie creditoréw miedzy successorami s. pamigci
paniey woiewodziny wilenskiey Anny [Alojzy] na Ostrogu Chodkie-
wiczowey” (i.e. between J. Zamoyski Sandomierz voivode and Kon-
stanty Lubomirski Crown [Deputy Cup-Bearer]) 1659, f. 283-284v.;
“Rozgraniczenie panstwa Jarostawskiego” 1636, f. 285-288v.; “Jaro-
slaviae we[j]écie in hereditatem”, f. 566—566v.

Materials related to the matter of the Zamoyski ordination in 1666—1674:
“Votum [NN] in izba poselski[ej] in materia ordinationis Zamoyskich
A. 16667, f. 479—-480; letter from S. Koniecpolski starosta of Dolin to
A. M. Fredo, Lviv castellan 11 X 1674, f. 294v.-—295; poem “Ordinatia
Zamoyska”, f. 464v.—479.

Materials relating to the private affairs of various individuals: a deed
of grant of certain estates by King Stefan Batory to Michal Bajbuza
1578, f. 306v.—307; letters [from A. Kazanowski Crown Camp Lead-
er?] to various persons regarding the death of his brother Aleksander
Dominik Kazanowski voivode of Bractaw written from Borysow in Jan-
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uary 1648, f. 277-278v.; “List zapraszajacy na wesele od jmci pana
Lukasza Opalinskiego do jm p. Adama Kazanowskiego marszatka nadw.
kor.” 8 IX 1649, f. 327.

28. File on administrative affairs of the Borysow district office 1626—1648,
f. 240-242v., 263-266, 273-275, 281-282v.

29. Unmarked sermon (?), f. 308-310v.

Conclusions

Alexander Jastkowski’s silva rerum attracts attention as a fascinating monu-
ment of the writing of the Old Polish times, which can serve as an example
of a typical manuscript of its kind both in form and content. It brings much
information about the mindset of the seventeenth-century nobility. Still, due
to its rich and diverse materials, it is primarily an essential source for research
in the political and cultural history of Old Polish times. The fact that it has
lived to see a detailed discussion and disclosure of its contents only more than
100 years after its introduction into scholarly circulation, at the same time, tells
a lot about the state of academic research on Old Polish manuscripts and the
approach of research libraries to the catalog processing of these manuscripts.
Thus, one may be tempted to make the sad observation that this does not bode
well for work on other writing monuments of this kind. Moreover, there are still
quite a few left to study and discuss, to stop at just pointing out the silva of Jan
Samuel Mirz Brzezicki mentioned in this article. This would not yet be so acute
if it were not for the fact that important historical and literary sources escape
from the sight of Polish science, and the bibliographic registration of writing
hidden in ancient manuscripts is still more than modest.
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